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INTRODUCTION. 


The clamour which has been 
fo induftrioufly raifed againft the 
West India Planters and 
Merchants ; the unfair arts em¬ 
ployed to calumniate, and ren¬ 
der them odious in the eyes of 
the public ; and the indefatigable 
zeal of their enemies to accom¬ 
pli fti their utter ruin, call aloud 
for inquiry into the nature of 
the crimes ailedged againft them. 


Huma- 
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Humanity is the boa/led pre¬ 
text of thofe who have founded 
the war-hoop for their deftru&ion; 
and if ^ the interefts of humanity 
be really involved in the mOaftares 
purfued againft them—-who is there 
that would withhold his aid in for¬ 
warding thofe meafures ? To the 
candid and. difpa£ionate y then, let 
the appeal be made—Let us not 
deny to the Colonies that privi¬ 
lege which is freely afforded to 
the greateft criminals— -Let us 
grant them a fair hearing — and if 
the allegations of their adverfa~ 
ries prove well-founded, cionfigrt 
them over to'that infamy which 
fhould always brand fuch atro¬ 
cious violators of every principle 
that makes man happy on earth, 
aild warrants him in extending 
his views to Heaven. 


It 
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It muft be confeffed, that the 
impreffion, caufed by thofe tales 
of cruelty which were doled out 
with fo much pathos in a certain 
Affembly, and fince lent into cir¬ 
culation with fuch laudable induf - 
try , has rendered it no eafy talk 
to bring back the public mind to 
a calm and impartial examination 
of the real Jlate of the queflion* 
The chara&eriftic good fenfe of 
this country feems borne down 
by a torrent of furious inve&ive, 
which has been poured forth 
againft the West India Plan¬ 
ters and Merchants, and which 
portends more calamitous confe- 
quences to the Colonies than even 
their native hurricanes. 

Would not a foreigner, unac¬ 
quainted with our country, con¬ 
clude, that West India Plan¬ 
ters and Merchants were a 
diftin£t race of beings, who had 
alTumed 
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aflumed the Britifh chara&er only 
to difgrace it, and whofe extirpa¬ 
tion was become an a& of national 
juftice ? 

Who, then, let us afk, are the 
objects of this virulent perfec¬ 
tion * Are they not the brothers 
of our blood ? Do we not, in the 
face of each of them, difcern 
kindred features ? Are they not 
Britons, or the defendants of 
Britons, whofe morals have been 
formed, and whofe manners have 
been faftiioned among ourfelves ? 
—and whofe fortunes, without a 
fmgle exception , are fpent in this 
country ? 

In the name of common fenfe, 
then, how happens it that they 
alone fhould be holden up as the 
targets for every canting hypo¬ 
crite, and fanatical enthuiiaft, to 
fhoot his bolt at with impunity ? 

2 Why 
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Why are they made the fcape- 
goats, to bear the odium and 
the guilt, (if, in fa£t, guilt or 
odium really exift) which is com¬ 
mon to the whole nation, and to 
aii Europe ? 

Are the West India Plan- . 
ters and Merchants the Ad¬ 
vocates of Slavery ? Had they 
been more aequiefcing and fer- 
vile in their principles, the Hand 
of Power had not been raifed againjl 
them * It is their free and inde¬ 
pendent fpirit, on the contrary, 
which conftitutes their greateft 
crime in the eye of certain per fins. 

If the African Slave Trade 
be really fraught with all thofe 
horrors, and productive of all thofe 
enormities, which the dijlempered 
imaginations of the Abolitionists 
have painted in fuch glowing co¬ 
lours, are the British West In¬ 
dia Planters and Merchants 

alone 
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done cenfurable for continuing it ? 
And is no blame to be imputed 
to the Government wliMi origi¬ 
nally eftabliftied, and to theL&~ 

mSLATURE and the NAttON,wMdl 
have invariably fan dinned tliat 
Trade for more than a century ? 

But it is not; and tlfe vety re- 
verfe of the ilatements> made- by 
the great Apostle Of' Reform 
appear incontrovertible-fey a pe- 
rufal of the following Speeches. 

Although the - fads - ftated in 
thefe fpeeches, as well as the 
force and fairnefs of the argu¬ 
ments with which thofe fads are 
maintained, muft carry convic¬ 
tion to every unprejudiced mind, 
yet we ought not wholly to 
overlook the char after s of the 
fpeakers. 

To fuppofe that fuch men as 
Mr. Baillie and Mr. Vaughan 
could plead in favour of murder, 
rapine, and all the other crimes 
imputed 
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imputed to the African Mer¬ 
chants and the West India 
Planters, is an idea fo ridicu¬ 
lous, that it deferves to fink un¬ 
der the filence of contempt, if it 
did not appear in fome degree 
neceflary to mark it as an un¬ 
common inftance of audacious 
criminality. 

The great ufe of general charac¬ 
ter is to ferve as a fliield againft 
particular accufations; and furely 
this obfervation was never more 
applicable than to thofe two Gen¬ 
tlemen, whofe teftimony is the 
belt refutation of all the calum¬ 
nies daily vomited forth againft 
the Proprietors of Slaves in the 
Weft Indies. 

Perhaps the Commercial World 
does not furnilh two inftances in 
whom fo much extenfi ve mercantile 
knowledge, (local as well as gene¬ 
ral) is combined with the pureft in¬ 
tegrity, and the foundeft intellect, 
b to 
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to ftamp authenticity on opinion, 
as in thofe before us. Shall we, 
then, hold at nought the opinions 
of fuch chara&ers, and yield im¬ 
plicit faith to the rhapfodies of 
uninformed (however other wife 
illumined and fanBified) fpecula- 
tors and enthufiafls ? 

To Mr. Baillie and Mr. 
Vaughan we, therefore, confi¬ 
dently refer the people of Eng¬ 
land for accurate information on 
this Momentous Question. 

The fubjed demands an in- 
yeftigation very different from 
that which it has received—and 
as the queftionof the Abolition 
affe&s not only the property of the 
WEST INDIA PLANTERS and MER¬ 
CHANTS, (confidering them as a dif- 
tinft body) but involves in its 

CONSEQUENCES THE MARINE, THE 
MANUFACTURES, THE TRADE, AND 
THE FINANCES OF ENGLAND—- 
I it 
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It furely becomes us to examine it 
feriouJljj and judge it difpaf- 
fwnately. 

Having maturely weighed the 
information, communicated with 
fo much candour by thefe Gen¬ 
tlemen, our readers will find, in 
the fpeechof ColonelTarleton, 
a juft and finking pi&ure of the 
nefarious arts employed by the 
Abolition ifts to impofe upon the 
public credulity, and of the 
ruin which mu ft inevitably re - 
full from the fuccefs of their 
meafures. 

But there is another, whofe 
fentiments on this fubje& com¬ 
mand the moft ferious attention, 
the fplendid difplay of whofe 
abilities on the Motion for the; 
Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
will be admired as a matter-piece 
of oratorical excellence and poli¬ 
tical wifdom, when the agita- 
b % TOR.S 
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tors who occafioned it fhall have 
funk into their original date of 
obfcurity. 

Without entering into the va¬ 
rious merits of that fpeech, which 
fo much furpaifes our feeble 
praife, we cannot refid the im- 
pulfe of our feelings, while we 
introduce to our Readers this ex¬ 
traordinary man, who, to the 
vigorous imagination of youth, 
joins the folidity of experienced 
ag e—7u Marcellus eris » 

Mr. Jenkinson is the elded 
fon of Lord Hawkesbury, and 
with the titles and fortunes 
of his father, will inherit that 
which is of infinitely more im¬ 
portance^—he will inherit his 
profound underdanding. 

The annals of this country do 
not prefent us with an indance of 
fo uncommon a difplay of genius 
and judgement as Mr. Jenkin¬ 


son 



[ xl “ 3 

son exhibited when he delivered 
his fentiments on the Ruffian Ar¬ 
mament. Every perfon prefent, 
of whatever party, felt that he 
alone , on the minifterial fide, 
treated the fubje£t like a ft ate f- 
man; who fcorning to flicker him- 
felf under the fiale and wretched 
(would we could fay, exploded) 
plea of confidence , boldly flood 
forward to vindicate the meafure 
on the ground of ftate policy 
and national wifdom. 

How far the reafons he affign- 
ed on that occafion were juft, it 
is not our bufinefs to inquire; 
but feeling the impreffions which 
efforts fo extraordinary made at 
the moment, and confidering Mr. 
Jenkinson as the belt qualified, 
by natural and acquired endow¬ 
ments , to form a juft eftimate of 
the true interefts of the Britifli 
Empire, we quote his opinions 

on 
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on the Slave Trade with pride, 
and, aware of their irrefiltible 
weight, oppofe them againlt the 
wild declamation and infuriated 
rant of cnthufiafts and fpecu- 
latiils. He has not itudied the 
interell of this country either in 
conventicles or at love feajls . He 
has learnt it from the man who 
made the trade and naviga¬ 
tion of Great Britain the 
primary purfuit of his political 
life, and to whofe wife and falu- 
tary laws that trade and naviga¬ 
tion hand indebted for their molt 
valuable fecurities. 

Confidently with thofe wife 
precepts inculcated into his mind 
by the Mailer, fo deeply fkilled in 
the fcienceof politics, Mt.Jenkin- 
son refilled, with all his powers, 
the Abolition of the African 
Slave Trade, a meafure which 
he knew was fraught with the 

o 

molt 
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molt fatal confequences to the 
cleared intereds of this country ; 
and although his fpeech failed in 
producing a due effe& where it 
was delivered, yet it may draw 
after it one good confequence ; 
it will remain as a monument to 
inflruB future generations, fliould 
they hereafter (quod Deus aver - 
tat!) contemplate the widely-ex¬ 
tended ruin which thofe innova¬ 
tors and zealots, now at war 
againft the Britifli Wed India 
Colonies, mud inevitably occa- 
don, were they to gather in 

THEIR HARVEST. 

Painful, indeed, to thofe Colo- 
nids mud be the reflection, that 
the Minider, whofe infant fame 
they fo fondly chcriihed, and 
whofe earlieft exertions they fof- 
tered with fo much zeal, fliould 
now devote them to irretrieva¬ 
ble ruin, not without an cfeniatl- 

cus 
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ous parade unworthy of a great 
m ind—which never infults even 
the vi&ims of its ambition or po¬ 
licy. 


SLAVE 




SLAVE TRADE. 


On the 2d of April, 1792, the feve- 
ral Petitions for the Abolition, pre¬ 
ferred to the Commons, were referred to 
the confideration of _ the Committee of 
the whole Houfe, appointed to difcufs 
the fubjeft, Sir William Dolben in the 
Chair. 

Mr. Wilberforce declaimed at great 
length againft the Slave Trade, and con¬ 
cluded by moving— 

“ That it is the opinion of this Com- 
“ mittee, that the trade carried on by Bri- 
4S tiih Subjects, for the purpofe of obtain- 
B ing 
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44 ing Slaves on the coaft of Africa, ought 
44 to be abolished.” 

Were this motion carried, Mr. Wil- 
berforce gave notice, that he intended 
to follow it up by another— 

44 That the Chairman be directed to 
44 move the Houfe for leave to bring in 
44 a bill for the Abolition of the Slave 
44 Trade.” In this bill the Houfe might 
give time for that Abolition. 

Mr. BAILLIE defired that the Petition 
of the West Iniha Planters and 
Merchants ihould be read— 


the tfirrrrON of the Planters , Mr- 
chants , Mortgagees , Annuitants , and 
Others , concerned in the Wejl India Co¬ 
lonies , tu the Honourable the House of 
Commons of Creat 'Britain in Parlia¬ 
ment ajfembled , 

Humbly SheweTh, 

THAT your petitioners learn, with 
much concern, that the queftbn for the 
Abolition 
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Abolition of the Slave Trade is again prq- 
pofed for deliberation in this Honourable 
Houfe, 

That the fyftem of peopling the Weft 
India Colonies with Negroes, obtained 
by purchafe in Africa, has long and re¬ 
peatedly received the national fan&ion. 
That theaftsof 9 and to Will, III. c, 26, 
and 23 Geo, IJ. c. 31, not only declare 
the African Trade to be highly beneficial, 
and very advantageous to this kingdom# 
but “ tteceJJ'flry for fupplying the Colo- 
44 nies with a Sufficient number of Ne* 
55 groes at reasonable rates ' 9 That every 
ftirnulant, held out by Government for 
the cultivation of the Weft India Colo¬ 
nies, has dire&ly functioned the importa¬ 
tion of Negroes, as the means necefary 
to that end ; that the iflands, it is well 
known, are not yet pofTefted of fuch Suf¬ 
ficient number of Negroes for cultivating 
their lands as is above-mentioned; that 
this is particularly true refpeftmg the 
ceded iflands, where the lands were 
bought from Government, not only upon 
B 2 the 
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the faith of liberty and encouragement 
given to purchafe Negroes, but with a 
claufe of forfeiture, in cafe the cultiva¬ 
tion of the fame Was not completed with¬ 
in a certain period ; that the Negroes 
already pofleffed by the Colonifts require 
to be conftantly recruited ; that the exit¬ 
ing proportion of female Negroes, which 
is inferior to that of the males, and the 
prefent manners of the Negroes, arc 
each unfavourable to population ; that, 
in cafe of any unufual lofs of Negroes, 
by difeafe, or other accidents, the only 
means of fupplying the vacancy (whichj 
by the nature of things, muft other wife 
grow more confiderable and diftrefting) 
depends upon new importations from 
Africa. That: a multitude of Ads of 
Parliament, both ancient and modern, 
be (ides thofe above cited, as well as trea¬ 
ties of peace, or of commerce, and other 
national* meafores and documents, have 
alike concurred to indicate the fyftem of 
this country upon the prefent fubjed. 
That the Weft India Colonifts have had 


too 
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too high an opinion of the public faith* 
not to fuppofe that ; fuch authorities ought 
to form an unerring guide and folid fecu- 
rity to ‘thena ; and that on thefe authors 
ties, therefore* have they hitherto* fear- 
Icffly embarked their fortunes in diltant 
climes,, 

That every circumftance, refpe&iftg 
the purchafing Negroes and the tranfport- 
ing of them to the iflands by Britifh tra¬ 
ders, and their treatment in the iflands, 
has, by univferfal acknowledgement, and 
cfpecially of late, changed for the better; 
fo as to afford no new argument on this 
head, linlefs on behalf of the Colonies. 

That nothing to affedt the queftion has 
occurred, fince the. late decifion by this 
Honourable Houfe upon : the evidence 
taken thereon ; excepting, firff, the par¬ 
tial fele&ion and - perveriion of that evi¬ 
dence without doors, in order to deceive 
the nation ; and, fecondly, the melan¬ 
choly effe&s arifing from continuing to 
agitate the queftion. 

2 


That 
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That the firft: circumftauce has occa- 
fioned various Petitions to he prefented to 
this Honourable Houfe, feme of which 
have been improperly obtained and figned, 
and which, in general, have proceeded 
from perfons either comparatively few in 
number, or elfe who have had no means 
of becoming acquainted with the faffcs in 
queftion, or with that volumnious evi¬ 
dence, upon which this Honourable Houfe 
had formed its firft decifion. That extracts 
from this evidence, confined in general to 
one fide of the queftion, (and. in particu¬ 
lar, having no reference to that mafs of 
authority on the other fide, furnifhed by 
admirals, governors, and others in official 
fituations, unlefs to diferedit it,) have 
been circulated in pamphlets, fold at the 
loweft prices, or even given gratis > when¬ 
ever they could produce efted ; and that, 
tothefe cxtra&s, have been added various 
artful mifreprefentations. That, if your 
Petitioners have not, in time, exerted 
themfelves in oppofition to thefemeafures, 
it is becaufe they thought it impoffible that 

men, 
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men, avowing the purfuit of humanity 
and duty, could be capable of fuch un¬ 
warrantable and cruel proceedings; and 
becaufe your Petitioners trufted to thejuf- 
tice of their caufe and to the fairnefs of 
their conduct, as well as to the wifdom, 
the known information, and the declared 
opinion, of this Honourable Houfe. 

That, with relped to the iecond cir- 
cumflance which has lately occurred, 
namely, the a&ual evils coniequent upon 
the difeuffion of this queftion; without 
alluding to the prefent diferedit and ap- 
prehenfion adding all color ial property, 
they are to be found in the devaluation of 
the larged of the French Wed-India Co¬ 
lonies, with the mutual daughter of its 
inhabitants. That this terrible difader 
was preceded by a revolt in the Bnglifh 
Colony of Dominica, and followed by the 
projeft of another in Jamaica, happily 
ftided in its origin. 

That your Petitioners trud that thefc 
new circumdances are not fuch as to be 
likely to induce this Honourable Houfe to 
change its fird opinions. 


That 
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' That it is notorious that the Negroes 
notv confider an Abolition of the Slave 
Trade to be fynonimous with a general 
.emancipation ; and that, ttiould the abo¬ 
lition take place, they will, in confe- 
quence of this idea, become (in the moft 
favourable event) lefs contented and lefs 
happy in their iituation ; but, mod pro¬ 
bably, they will be urged to ads of defpe- 
rate revolt, and involve themfelves, their 
matters, and the Colonies, in one com¬ 
mon ruin. 

That your Petitioners will not here 
ttate the importance of the Sugar Colonies 
to the manufadures, agriculture, com¬ 
merce, navigation, and revenue, of the 
Britifh’ empire; as being, they hope, al¬ 
ready fufficiently felt by this Honourable 
Houfe, as well as acknowledged by 
their adverfaries. That their adversa¬ 
ries, indeed, fenlibie that they could 
not otherwife have weight with this 
Honourable Houfe, prete nd that thefeob- 
jeds not only will not be injured, but will 
even be aided, by an Abolition of the Slave 

Trade \ 
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Trade ; but your Petitioners humbly hope 
lb far to have credit with this Honourable 
Houfe for a right underftanding of their 
own concerns, after a longer and cloier 
investigation of them than can have fallen 
to the (hare of their opponents, and like- 
wile after the calumny they have expe¬ 
rienced for perfifting in their opinions, 
and the confequent combination which 
has arifen again# the confumption of their 
produce, as to be fuppofed not likely to 
be miftaken upon a fubje& in which they 
are fo deeply interefted; and, if your Peti¬ 
tioners do not deceive themfelves herein, 
it is then impoftible that a flake of feventy 
millions fterling, in the Weft Indies, 
can be affedled without affe&ing every 
Member of this Honourable Houfe, as 
well as the nation at large. 

That your Petitioners, therefore, will 
humbly conclude by praying, firft, either 
that the difeuftion of this queftion may 
now be terminated in fuch a manner as 
may difeourage its revival (the fufpenfion 
ef the decifion being almoft equal in mif- 
chief to an abolition of the trade;) or, fe<* 
C condly. 
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condly, if it fell be decided that th* 
Slave Trade (hatt be abolifhed, that, m 
that cafe, the colonies ? their creditors, 
and others connected with the Well In~ 
dies, may be fully indemnified; as it 
cannot be the defign, even if it Ihould 
fall within the competence of this Ho* 
pourable, Houfe, when purfuing a fuppo* 
fed meafure of humanity on one fide, to 
neglect the acknowledged claim, not only 
of humanity, but of jnftice alfb, on the 
fide of the colonifts ; or to caufe them to 
become victims to the encouragement 
given to the prefent fyftem of Weft India 
colonization, during above a century and 
a half, and to owe their ruin to no other 
circumfiance than to a miftaken confi¬ 
dence in the good faith and fieady con¬ 
duct of the Legiflature of Great Britain.* 

London, March 1792. 

WHEN the Clerk had done reading, 
Mr.BAiLLiE rofe, and exprefled, in terms 

* Summum jus , furnrnp, injuria —In endeavouring to 
obtain all fojjible , nay all imaginably juftice to the Afri¬ 
cans, the Abolitionifta feern to regard with a very “ un¬ 
equal eye,” the injpftice they, are doing, or attempting 
to do, to the Britilh Coloniits. 

Of 
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of taodefty, (which his fpeech proved 
to be ftiperfluoiis) the reluctance [he felt 
in obtruding himfelf on the attention of 
the Houfe—but, circtimftanced as he was, 
as Agent for one of the moft valuable 
Weft India Iflands*) he found himfelf im¬ 
pelled, by the fuperior calls of duty, to 
•facrlfice his private feelings, and declare 
his fentittients on the queftion—-which 
be confidered one of the moll: important 
that had ever occupied the attention of 
Parliament. ‘ He felt it the more necef- 
fary to declare his opinion, becaufe a long 
^efidenee ih the Weft Indies, \vhere he 
had puffed the moft afCtive part of his life, 
had given him an opportunity of forming 
a better judgement on' the fubjeft, than 
thofe Gentlemen who had brought it for¬ 
ward—and feeling, as he did, as ft rang 
an iutereft, as any Gentleman in that 
Houfe, for the trade, the manufactures, 
and the navigation of Great Britain, all 
which were vitally involved in the tiovel 
end /peculating doctrines of the day , he 

* Mr. Bajlue is Agent for thelfland of Grenada. 

C 2 could 
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could not refrain from coming forward, 
and declaring his fentiments, But, fays 
Mr. Baillie, it is not only a confiderable 
portion of the trade and navigation of 
this country, but the very existence 
of those Colonies, whictfkave been 
ejlablijhed , cherijhed, and fupporfed , under 
various Adis of Parliament , that is at fta^e* 

Ml Baillie then proceeded to analize 
the chara&ers of thofe perfons who had, 
with fo much zeal and induftry, agitated 
this queftion, which, he very juftly term¬ 
ed, unfortunate and impolitic* —and who 
had fo artfully contrived to devolve the 
management of the bufinefs on an honour¬ 
able Gentleman, for whofe private virtues 
he profefled the highefl refpeft. 

This Gentleman’s arguments, Mr, 
Baillie obferved, upon a former occa- 
fion, operated upon the Minifter’s mind, 
#nd at the fame time extended their 
effe&s to the mind of the Right Ho¬ 
nourable Gentleman, who makes fo 
very confpicuous a figure upon the oppq- 
fite fide of the Houfe : there is, added 
he, neither in nor out of Parliament, a 

man 
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man who is a greater admirer of the kn 
comparable and brilliant abilities of the 
Right Hon. Gentlemen than I am; I con¬ 
sider them an ornament to this Houfe, 
and an ornament to their country; but 
however I may be difpofed to bow, with 
all .due fubmiffion to their opinions upon 
other occasions, yet, upon the prefent 
queftion I differ with them mofi ejentially ; 
I mean, I differ with the opinions they 
gave upon the former investigation of the 
queftion ; for, from the circymftances 
that have occurred in the Hiftoryof the 
Weftern World, Since the clofe of the 
laft SeSIion of Parliament, I flatter my- 
felf that they are now made fully fenfible 
of its evil, and dangerous tendency. 
However, to come to the Right Hon. 
Gentlemen in minifterial capacities , I do 
maintain, that the part they a&ed, when 
the queftion was debated in Parliament laft 
year, was unexpected, very unbecoming their 
high characters , and not at all confident with 
the principles upon which , in my humble 
opinion, great Statefmen ought to aft. 

i I con- 
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I conceive it to be the mdifpen- 
fible duty of men in high fituations, and 
who are, or may be, intruded with the 
lead of public affairs, to conhder not only 
the general intered of the State, but of in* 
dividuals, with a mod fcrupulous and at* 
tentive eye, and to fee that the good policy 
of the country, and the good under (land¬ 
ing that has long fubfided betwixt Go* 
vernment and our diflant colonies, under 
the fen&ion and prote£lion of various 
A£fs of Parliament, fliould not be dis¬ 
turbed, and broken in upon, by fuch a 
wiid % impracticable, and c i>ifmnary fcheme, 
as the prefent quedion for aboliihing the 
African Slave Trade. 

I was induced to flatter myfelf, that 
the friends and promoters of the Abo¬ 
lition would have contented themfelves 
with the raifehiefs that had already arifen, 
in conference of the agitation of that 
unfortunate meafure, and that the Sangui¬ 
nary difpofitions of a certain defeription of 
people, would have been fully fatiated 
with the innocent blood that has already 

been 
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been fpilt; but, alas! that is not likely 
to be the cafe; many of them have been 
known^ and heard , to exult at the calami¬ 
ties vie daily read of fe that, in ail pro¬ 
bability, the mifchief is only done hi 
part, and nothing lefs than the total de¬ 
flation and dejlruElion of the Brit if Weft 
India Colonies can content them . 

. I have in my hand a fmall pamphlet, 
printed and publKhed 1 by order of the 
Weft India Planters and Merchants, for 
the ufe and information of the Members 
of both Houfes of Parliament. 

It contains the fpeech of the Deputies 
of St. Domingo to the National As* 
sembly of France, and alio the fpeech 
of M. Bofrand, the late Minifter of the 
Marine and Colonies, upon the infurreo- 
tion of the Negroes in that ifland. 

If the DESTRUCTION OF THE MOST EX¬ 
TENSIVE AND MOST VALUABLE COLONY III 
THE WORLD, THE MASSACRE OF ITS IN¬ 
HABITANTS, THE RA\ AGING THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL PART OF THE CREATION IN A 
MANNER HITHERTO UNKNOWN AND UN¬ 
HEARD 
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Heard of, And the unnatural Murder 

OF FATHERS BY THE HANDS OF THEIR OWN 
CHILDREN, ARE SUFFICIENT TO OPERATE 
UPON THE FEELINGS OF HUMANITY, there 

is not, I am perfuaded, a Gentleman in 
this Houfe, who can withftand the {hock; 
but to me, who have a perfonal knowledge 
of the theatre of thefe dreadful fcenes, 
and who (though an Engliftiman, and at 
St. Domingo in the very height of the 
glorious and fuccefsful war that was car¬ 
ried on under the aufpices of that great 
and immortal Statefman, Lord Chatham) 
received diftinguilhed marks of kindnefs 
and hofpitality from many of thofe fami¬ 
lies, who by the late melancholy events, 
have been conligned to oblivion, they 
are doubly afflicting; and when I bring 
to my recollection that the caufes of all 
thefe calamities have originated in Great 
Britain, I am overwhelmed with forrow. 

The ifiand of St. Domingo, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, is as large as the kingdom of Eng¬ 
land, 

In 
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* In the year 1789, the imports into 
that colony from France exceeded three 
millions fterling, exclufive of near thirty 
thou fan d Negroes, which, at a very mode¬ 
rate valuation, may be eftimated at two 
millions fterling more* The exports from 
the colony, in the fame year, amounted 
in value to upwards of fix millions fter- 
ling, and their trade gave employment to 
three hundred thouland tons of (hipping, 
and thirty thouland feamen. Thefe cir- 
cumftances I take the liberty of Hating to 
this Houfe, as a confirmation of the tefti- 
mony I gave before the Committee of the 
Houle of Commons, when fitting on the 
Slave Trade in the year 1790. 

In my evidence on that occafion, I gave 
it as my opinion, that the African and 
Weft India trade of France generally 
employed between forty and fifty thou- 
fand feamen; and when it is confi- 
dered, that the produce of St. Domingo 
is hardly equal to two-thirds of the whole 
produce of the French Weft India Colo¬ 
nies, I flatter myfelf it wdll be admitted, 
D that 
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that 1 have not exceeded m my calcula¬ 
tion. . 

Having faid fo mtich, by way of intro* 
dilution, I muft now beg leave to make 
fome obfervations upon the fpeech of the 
Honourable Gentleman who brought it 
forward, which I will endeavour to do in 
as cOncife a manner as poffibie. 

I will afterwards take the liberty of cal¬ 
ling the attention of the Committee to the 
value and importance of the Weft India 
and African trade to Great Britain ; to 
fome of the authorities under which the 
Weft India Colonies and African trade 
were eftablifhed; to their dependence on 
each other, and to the injustice and im¬ 
policy OF THE PRESENT ATTEMPT TO 
ABOLISH THE AFRICAN SLA^E TRADE. 

The Honourable Gentleman who 
brought forward this queftion, has made 
ufe of nearly the fame arguments on the 
prefent occafion, which he did upon the 
difcuffion of the fubjefl laft year. And 
though it may be confidered tedious to go 
into the particulate of a mafs of e vidence, 

which. 
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which, I take it for granted, every Mem¬ 
ber of the Houfe is mafter of, yet it is 
incumbent on me, fpeaking generally 
on the fubjeft, to take notice of the very 
partial manner in which the Honourable 
Gentleman and his friends have garbled 
from the whole body fuch particular parts 
of the evidence as were fuited to anfwer 
their own purpofes; and with what an 
indecent indifference they have treated the 
teftimony of the feveral great and refpec- 
table characters who voluntarily came for¬ 
ward, on our part, to remove that load of 
calumny and abufe, which has fo illibe¬ 
rally, and fo wantonly been thrown out 
againft every perfori conne&ed with the 
Weft Indies. 

I am very far from denying that many 
arts of inhumanity have been committed 
in the tranfportation of Slaves from the. 
Coaft of Africa to the Weft Indies, and 
in the treatment of thofe Negroes after 
they had been landed on our iflands; but 
as I believe, Sir, that the failings and frail¬ 
ties of human nature prevail generally, in 
D 2 pretty 



( ) 

pretty much the fame proportion, all over 
the world (I mean among civilized na¬ 
tions) it would he very unreafonable to 
cxpeCI, among that clafs of people con¬ 
cerned in the African trade, or among 
the inhabitants of the Britifti Weft India 
Iflands, a degree of moral perfection that 
is not to be found in Great Britain itfelf. 

Mr. Baillie illuftrated this part of his 
argument in a very forcible maimer—He 
fubmitted it to the candour of Gentlemen* 
whether the records of the Old Bailey- 
ought to be confidered as a fair criterion by 
which to eftimate the character of theEns:- 
li(h nation. And after urging this, afked 
thofe enthufiaftic Abolitionifts, if there 
have not been committed, in this great 
and opulent city, aCls o i as {hocking, 
as bafe, and as barbarous a nature, as 
any contained in the great mafs of evi¬ 
dence now lying on the table ? 

I have lived, continued he, ftxteen 
years in the Weft Indies, and not- 
withftanding what has been faid to 
the contrary, I do declare, in the moffc 

folemu 
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folemn manner, that I confider the Ne¬ 
groes in the Britifh Weft India Iflands, to 
be in as comfortable a state, as 

THE LOWER ORDERS OF MANKIND IN 
ANY COUNTRY IN EUROPE. 

Before the agitation of this queftion, 
their minds were at eafe, and they were 
perfectly contented with their fituation; 
the confidence between them and their 
mafters was fo unbounded, that (except 
in the ftores where fugar, rum, provi- 
fions, and cloathing were generally lodged) 
no locks were ever ufed. Such, I can 
affure the Committee, was the gene¬ 
ral difpofition of the Negroes in the Bri- 
tifti Weft India Iflands in the year 1776, 
when I returned to Europe, and they con¬ 
tinued in that happy ftate until the ene* 
mies of the Colonies came forward and 
propagated, with fo much zeal and in- 
duftry, the principles of their pernicious 
dodirines . But I am forty to lay, the cafe 
is woefully reverfed at prefent: the Weft 
India Iflands are filled with emiflaries and 
inflammatory publications by the friends of 

the 



( 3Z ) 

the Abolition. An univerfal difirefs pre¬ 
vails, and inftead of being in that happy 
date which I have reprefented, every 
countenance carries the appearance of anxi¬ 
ety and care: and there is not an edate 
without a depot for arms lodged, for the 
very purpofe of dedroying thole, whole 
lives every principle of humanity and al¬ 
tered lead us to preferve. Some Gen¬ 
tlemen may probably confider thefe pre¬ 
cautions as confident with the general 
fydem of oppreffion with which we are 
charged ; but I, who have been In filia¬ 
tions of danger , and know fomething of the 
feelings of men upon fuch occafons, can af- 
fure the Honourable Gentlemen, thatfelf- 
prefervation foregoes all other confldera- 
tipns. 

Having laid fo much, Mr. Chairman, 
©f the civil date of the Negroes in our 
iflands, I mud now advert to their reli¬ 
gious date, beginning with the Ifland of 
Grenada, where my property chiefly lies. 

That liland. Sir, was ceded to Great 
Britain at the peace of 1763. Upon our 
1 taking 
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taking pofleffion of it, the Negroes were 
found baptized, and inftru&ed in fuch of 
the principles of the Roman Catholic 
faith, as were fuited to their humble ca¬ 
pacities. That religion now imiverfally 
prevails; for as new Negroes were im¬ 
ported from Africa, they naturally adopt¬ 
ed the religious principles of thole they 
found upon the ifland, and the Priefts, 
who are always extremely induftrious in 
their vocations, never failed of giving 
them the neceflary inftru&ions; fo that, 
in the courfe of twelve months, they are 
generally imprefled with very tolerable 
ideas of religious duties. There being 
no Proteftant Clergyman at that time in 
the colony, the Gentlemen of the ifland 
gave every poffible encouragement to th$> 
religious purfuits of their Negroes. One 
half of the number on each eftate were 
permitted to go every Sunday to public 
Mafs, and the mornings and evenings of 
the Sabbath were dedicated to religious 
worfhip on the Plantations, where the 
whole Gang aflembled at the dwelling- 

houfe, 
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houfe, or manfion, and went through 
the fervice of the Church of Rome, un¬ 
der the immediate eye of the Matter or 
Manager, in a manner, and with a fer¬ 
vency, that would have done credit to 
more civilized focieties. 

Mr. Baillie (profefling his own im¬ 
plicit belief in the Sacred Scriptures) de¬ 
clared, that, on thofe occafions, he en¬ 
tertained fentiments of the mott fervent 
devotion, and fuch as would not diflio- 
Hour the mott pure and pious mind. As 
to the religious ftate of the Negroes in 
the illands where the Roman Catholic 
faith does not prevail, Mr. Baillie re¬ 
marked, that he was forry he could not 
fay much. The Moravian Mittionaries 
have of late made great progrefs in open¬ 
ing the minds of the Negroes, in our old 
illands, to a ferife of religious duties; 
but there is among the Clergy of our etta- 
blittied Church a degree of inattention 
and indolence very much to be lamented , and 
which is very unpardonable on their fart, 
conjidering the ample provifion that is made 
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for them by the legijlatures of our feverat 
Colonies , 

The pious and refpeCtable Character, 
who at prefent lb worthily fills the See of 
Tendon, is, by what I am informed, ex- 
tremely attentive to the morals and cha¬ 
racters of fuch men as are admitted into 
holy orders, for the purpofe of occupy¬ 
ing the livings in the Weft India Iflands; 
and I am perfectly convinced, that all pof- 
ftble means would be made ufe of by that 
moft excellent Prelate, to extend the blef- 
ftngs of the Gofpel to the minds of the 
Negroes on all our Plantations. Mr. 
Baillie then adverted to the manner in 
which the Hon. Gentleman, who brought 
forward this queftion, and his Friends* 
had, on the prefent and former occafions, 
dwelt upon the feverity of the punifh- 
ments that are ufually inflicted on otir 
Negroes in the Weft India Iflands—and 
admitted, that inftances of cruelty, nay 
even of inhumanity, might be produced $ 
but I deny moft pofitively, continued die. 
pton. Gentleman, that the principle or 
E practice. 
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practice is general; and I wifh to be per¬ 
mitted to alk fuch of the Members of this 
Houfe as have had the honour of ferving 
in his Majefty’s navy and army* if it is 
poffible, or practicable, to maintain that 
order and fubordination that are abfolutely 
neceftary among bodies of men, without 
the fear of pumfhment ? I fay, Sir, that 
it is not poffible; and as punifhments ge¬ 
nerally fall on delinquents, of whom 
there are a certain number in every focie- 
ty, I do maintain, that, in every Chip’s 
crew and regiment, there is as great a 
proportion of people who come within 
that defcription, as in any Gang of Ne¬ 
groes in the Weft Indies, be they ever fo 
indifferently difpofed. 

That being admitted, I will be glad to 
alk, If ever there are puniflmients infilled 
on our feamen and foldiers t Have we ever 
heard of feamen being flogged from jhif to 
fljip ; or of foldiers dying in the very all of 
punijlment , under the lafh of the drummer , 
when tied up to the halberds , and expofed in 
as. fhameful and ignominious a manner as 

poffibly 
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fojfihly can be conceived f Have we not 
aifo heard, even in this country of boaJl~ 
ed liberty , of feamen being kidnapped and 
carried away, when returning from dis¬ 
tant voyages, after an abfence of many 
years, and that even •without being allow - 
ed the comfort of feeing their wives and 
families f* 

Mr. Baillie exprefted a concern at the 
ftatement of thole circumftances, and jus¬ 
tified himfelf, by a reference to the very 
illiberal manner in which the Abolition 
Enthuliafts had brought forward every cir- 
cumftance that could implicate the Weft 
Indies; and remarked, that obje&s of nai¬ 
lery and compaffion are much more "fre¬ 
quent to be met with in Europe than in 
America. I declare, without helitation, faid 
the Hon. Gentleman, and upon the beft 
grounds of perfonal knowledge and infor¬ 
mation, that there are more wretchednefs 
and poverty in the parilh of St. Giles’s, in 
which I live han there is in the whole *f 

* The arguments of the Abolitionifts, if they tend 
to Emancipation aifo, go very far to unfettle fubordica- 
tson in the Army and Navy. 

E 2 
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the eaknfae colonies that now are } and for * 
merly were^ under the dominion of Great 
Britain i taking 1 themfromBarbadoes to 
Jamaica, round by the Floridas, and from 
thence to the ilknd of Newfoundland; 

Mr. Bailjue hoped the Committee 
Would have the goodnefs to excufe him 
for dwelling fo long upon this part of his 
argument; and requeued their particular 
attention to the very unhandfome and 
illiberal manner in which the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, who took the lead in this bud- 
nefs, and fome of his friends, had treat¬ 
ed the characters of many of the wkneffes 
who were examined before the Committee 
of the Houle of Commons* 

I; am very far, continued he, from 
being difpofed to make general reflections 
Upon any body or fet of men, in the 
manner that has been adopted by thefe 
Hon^ Gentlemen; nor will I go into the 
particulars of the evidence, taking it for 
granted, that the unprejudiced part of this 
Houle will confider the individuals that 
have been brought forward on the part of 

the 
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tlie African merchants, to be full as rC* 
Ipedable, as unbiajfed^ and as Independent 
in their characters and fJuations, , as thole 
who have appeared on the other lide* 
As to what regards that part of the evi¬ 
dence which applies to the Weft Indies, 
I am of a very different opinion indeed ; 
I admit, Sir, that there were produced 
by our opponents, fome perfons, to 
whofe teftimony a certain portion of credit 
ought to be given ——but they were few 
in number, and therefore I will venture 
to fay, that their general body of wit- 
nefles was compofed of ill-informed, ig¬ 
norant, and low men ; many of them 
kicked up in the ftreets of Liverpool and 
Briftol, where they were ftarving for want 
of bread, having neither ability nor re¬ 
putation to get into any employment; 
and hired by the emiffaries and agents of 
the Society in the Old Jewry, for the 
very purpofe of giving fuch teftimony 
as would miftead the minds of the pub¬ 
lic, who had already been wrought up to 
an extraordinary ftate of belief, by the 
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publication of the moil incredible chain of 
incidents that ever appeared in print. 

Have we never heard, Sir, of the names 
of Rodney, Barrington, Hotham* 
Macartney, Vaughan, or Camp¬ 
bell, and the many other great and re- 
Ipectable characters, who were examined 
before the Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, and gave ample testimony to 
the comfortable fituation of the Negroes 
in the Weft Indies ? 

Is the evidence of thofe Gentlemen (to 
make ufe of the phrafe of an Honourable 
Member of this Houfe) to be Jet at nought ? 
Or rather, are we not to give full credit 
and belief to the words of men, to whom 
their country, in a great meafure, owes the 
importance and weight fhe at prefent pof- 
lefles among the nations of Europe? 

For my part. Sir, I was filled with in¬ 
dignation at the very idea of drawing the 
opinions of fuch illuftrious chara&ers into 
comparifon with the evidence of thofe on 
the oppofite fide, upon the difcuffion of 
the fubjeCt laft year; and I lamented ex¬ 
ceedingly, 



ceedingly, that I was not then in a fitua* 
tion to give my fentiments upon it. 

Mr. Baillie then proceeded to ftate the 
value and importance of the Weft Indian 
and African Trades to Great Britain— 

It is not my intention, faid he, to take 
up the time of the Committee, with an ac¬ 
count of the revenue arifing to government 
from the importation of the product of 
our Weft India iflands; as probably I may¬ 
be told by fome of the politicians of the 
prefent day, that a ftmilar importation 
from Oftend or Havre, would in that re- 
fped be attended with the fame advan¬ 
tages to Great Britain. I will therefore. 
Sir,, confine myfelf, to our Trade and Na¬ 
vigation to the colonies and to Africa; and 
will be glad to alk fuch Gentlemen as are 
pleafed to pay proper attention to the fub- 
je&. If the exportation to, and the impor¬ 
tation frorn, the Britifti Weft India 
iflands and Africa, to the amount in the 
whole of ten million Jlerling annually , the 
giving employment to 300,000 tons of 
flippings and about 25,000 feamen , are 
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not objeds of the utmost importance 
to Great Britain ? The Gentlemen 
who had a&ed fo very hoftile a part, 
to the intereft of the colonies, may now, 
as on a former occaiion, confider thefe -ob- 
jefts greatly over-rated; hut as I deal in 
matters of fact, and m fafts only r I 
will be bound to make what I advance ap¬ 
pear well founded, and to the entire fatis- 
fa&ion of this Houle, when, and in what¬ 
ever mode they are pieafed to order me. 

. Having mentioned in a concife, but ac¬ 
curate manner, the value and importance 
of our Wefr Indian and 4 frican trade, he 
pointed out fome of the authorities, upon 
which our claims are founded; of the de¬ 
pendence of the colonies upon the African 
trade, and of the injultice and impolicy of 
the prefent queftion. 

However much, laid he, it may be the 
fafhion of the prefent times, to prefer the 
opinions of retired and fpecuiative philo- 
iophers to the wife colonial fyflem that 
has been eftablilhed by our forefathers, 
and by which this Country and the colo- 
i nie§ 
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nies have thriven ; yet he was convinced, 
that the preient Parliament was too 
much awake to the true interefts of Great 
Britain, not to pay proper attention to the 
encouragement and protection that have 
been given to the Weft India colonies, 
and to the African tr^de, fincc their firft 
eftablifhment. 

As it would take up too much of the 
time of the Houfe to go fully into the au¬ 
thorities, he meant to confine himfelf to a 
very few; being unaccuftomed tq fpeak 
in public, would beg the indulgence of 
the Committee to call in the aid of written 
information, and to requeft of the clerk to 
read oceationaily fuch parts of the feverai 
A£ts and Refolutions as apply moft im¬ 
mediately to the fubjeCt of debate. 

The a&s and declarations of the Britifh 
Legiflature, moft material to this queftion 
before the Houfe, may be clafted under 
thefe different heads, viz. 

i ft. Such as declare the faid colonies, 
and the trade thereof, advantageous to 
Great Britain, and therefore entitled to her 
prote&ion and encouragement. 

F ?dly, 
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2(31 y, Such as authorize, proted, and 
encourage, the trade to Africa, as advan- 
tageous in itfelf, and neceffary to the wel¬ 
fare and exiftence of the faid Sugar colo¬ 
nies. 

3dly, Such as promote and fecure loans 
of money to the Proprietors at the faid 
colonies, either from Britifh fubjeds, or 
from Foreigners. 

The feveral Ads are as follow, viz. 

In the firjl clafs, 

15 Car. II. cap. 7. 22 and 23 Car. II. 
cap. 26. 7 & 8 W. III. cap. 22. 9 & 10 
W. III. cap. 23. 3 and 4 Ann. 6 Ann. 

6 Ann. cap. 30. 6 Geo. II. cap. 13. 12 

Geo. II. cap. 30. 27 Geo, III. cap. 27. 

In the fecond clafs, 

1662 Cha. II. 1672 cap. 2. 9 & 10 
Will. & Mary, cap. 26. 5 Geo. III. cap. 
44. 23 Geo. III. cap. 65. 27 Geo. III. 
cap. 27. 

In the third clafs, 

5 Geo. II. cap. 7. 13 Geo. III. cap. 14. 
14 Geo. III. cap. 79. 

Whenthefe feveral Ads of Parliament 
were read 5 Mr,B ai l l i e remarked, that i f any 
dependence 
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dependence were to be placed upon the A&s 
of the Britifh Legiflature, the authorities 
he had quoted mu ft operate upon the 
minds of the unprejudiced Members of the 
Houfe, and of the community at large, 
in fo forcible a manner, as to afford every 
reafonable hope for the n\oft perfect fecu- 
rity to our properties. 

They appeared to him unanfwerable, 
and even to preclude the neceflity of ufing 
any farther argument upon the fubjeft ; 
but, added Mr.BAiLLlE, as we have expe¬ 
rienced a want of candour on the part of 
our opponents, which could hardly have 
been fufpe&ed, I muft once more tref- 
pafs on the goodnefs of the Committee, 
by requefting their attention to the encou¬ 
ragement and prote&ion that have been 
given to the Weft India Colonies, and to 
the African trade, from the reign of Ch. 
II. down to the prefent times, and efpeci- 
ally during the reign of Queen Anne. 

That reign, which may very well be 
called the Auguftan Age of Great Britain, 
was diftinguiftied by the appearance of 
v F z the 
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the moft enlightened characters in all de¬ 
partments that ever any country produced; 
many of them remarkable for their piety 
and learning, and whofe writings will 
live for ages, after the wretched produc¬ 
tions of the miferabk fchifmaties of the 
frefent day are buried in oblivion . Yet, 
Sir, we do not find in the Parliamentary 
Hiftory of thofe days, nor in any other 
writings that we know of, the leaft ten¬ 
dency to fuch wild and deftruCtive doc¬ 
trines as the prefent* No, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, they were referved for this age of 
novelty and innovation ; and for the tem¬ 
per and difpofitkm of a certain defcription 
of people, which are amply manifefted by 
the publications of the moft inflammatory 
and dangerous tendency with which our 
daily papers are crowded, and difgraced. 

I am perfeCUy fatisfied, that the ques¬ 
tion before this. Hon. Houfe is only an in¬ 
troduction to greater evils. 

The Weft Indies is the moft vulnera¬ 
ble part of our dominions ; and being at h. 
diftance, and having few advocates in Par¬ 
liament, 
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1 iament, is of courfe the mod likely to 
become an eafy object of prey to artful and 
defigning men—however, Mr. Chairman, 
our brethren in thofe iflands being the 
sons of Britons, and their forefa¬ 
thers HAVING CARRIED ACROSS THE AT¬ 
LANTIC Ocean all the rights and pri* 
VILEGES THAT PERTAIN TO BRITISH SUB¬ 
JECTS, YOU MAY REST PERFECTLY SATIS¬ 
FIED, THAT THEY WILL NOT TAMELY 
SUBMIT TO BE ROBBED OF EVERY THING 

that is dear to them. The Abo¬ 
lition of the African Slave Trade will 
be an abfolute breach of the compact that 
ties the colonies to the Mother Country; 
and being founded on injuftice, and con¬ 
trary to the fpirit and meaning of the laws 
of England, will meet with univerfal re- 
flftance. 

I am perfectly well acquainted with the 
temper and difpofition of the inhabitants 
of our Weft India Iflands; they pof- 
fefs abilities, having in general received 
the beft education this country affords, 
and having a lively and juft fenfe of their 
own rights and privileges. 


I con- 
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I confider it my duty, as a mod hearty 
wellwifher to the true interefts of this 
country and its colonies, to inform this 
Houfe, that it is not in the power of 
Great Britain to prevent the introdu&ion 
of Negroes into the Britifh Weft India 
Iflands. 

A ferious attention to the feveral A£ts 
I have mentioned, and to the many other 
authorities with which our books are fill¬ 
ed, muft fuliy convince every unpreju¬ 
diced member of this Houfe, and the 
community at large, that the laws in ex- 
iftence have given as perfect fecurity to 
the lives and fortunes of his Majefty’s 
fubjefls in the Weft India Iflands, as they 
do to his fubje£ts in Great Britain ; and 
that their property cannot be meddled 
with or diminifhed, in any fhape what¬ 
ever, without full and ample compenfation . 

If Great Britain is in a fituation to pur- 
chafe the fee-flmple of the property in all 
our Iflands ; I, for one, have no obje&ion 
to the making of a bargain ; but how is 
the value to be eftimated ? Agreeably 
to the principles of the laws of England 

and 
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and of the Colonies, by a jury of the 
vicinage ; for I can allure the honoura¬ 
ble mover of this queftion, that we 
are not at all in a difpofition to have 
that material point afeertained by the 
diferetionary opinions of his friends in 
the Old Jewry t Mr. Bail lie then alked, 
whether the Houfe was not in pofleffion 
of full and fatisfadtory information of 
every circumftance with regard to the 
Well: India Colonies ? Do not the Re¬ 
port of the Committee of Privy Council, 
and that immenle body of evidence that 
was taken before a Committee of the 
Houfe, and which now lie on the table, 
declare mod: podtively, that our prefeni 
flock of Negroes cannot be kept up without 
an importation from Africa ; and that if 
the African trade is aholijhed , there is an end 
of every fpecies qf improvement in all our 
ifiands f 


[ 

\ 


How, then, are the proprietors of lands A 
in the ceded iflands, which were pur- 1 
chafed of Government under fpecific 
conditions of fettlement, to be indemni¬ 
fied ? < 
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ned ? And what is to 'become, of an ho¬ 
nourable friend of mine., now a Member 
of this cloufe, and fitting nea t me, who, 
with .mother gentleman and myfelf, pur- 
chafed the lands that were granted by 
the Crown to General Monckron in the 
ifland of St. Vincent, in the year 1773 or 
1774, in confequence of the addrefs of 
the Houfe of Commons of that day to his 
Majeftv, and as a reward for that Gene¬ 
ral’s military fervices r 

The American war, which immedi¬ 
ately fuceeeded our purchafe, prevented 
our making any progrefs in the bale of 
thefe lands until the year 1784. Our 
fales then commenced, ..nd went on very 
brifkly until the year 1788, when it was 
firfl known that a plan was in agitation 
for abolifhjng the African Slave trade. 
Since that period we have done little or 
nothing, and we have now 1500 acres 
of the land on hand, which will be of no 
value whatever, if the prefeut queftion 
fhould be decided in the affirmative. 


3 


Mr. 
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Mr. Baillie then demanded, whether 
any Gentleman, either in or out of Par¬ 
liament, could pretend to lay* that the 
Colonies have not a juft and equitable 
claim upon the Government of this 
country for full and ample compenfation ? 
But, waving for a moment the unfajhwnable 
dodlrtne of colonial rights , how, he defired 
to know, could compenfation be made 
to the many thoufand manufacturers, who 
at prefent find employment in providing 
the numberlefs articles that are daily 
wanted for the ufe and confumption of 
the Weft India Iflands, and who muft 
fboner or later experience the diftrefs that 
will refult from the prefent phrenzy, if 
the colonies Ihould be fuffered to go to 
ruin ? 

Is there a (hoe, is there a ftocking, is 
there a hat, or is there a yard of cloth of 
any kind, ufed by the inhabitants of our 
iflands, that is not manufactured in 
Great Britain ? Nay, the very implements 
of hufoandry, the provifions and luxuries 
that are necefiary for the confumption of 
our tables, vp from this country, and 
G that 
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that at a confiderable expencc of frefti 
coramiffions and infurance, every (hil¬ 
ling of which centers in Great Britain* 

Is NOT THE WHOLE SURPLUS REVE¬ 
NUES OF OUR ESTATES SPENT HERE, AND 
ARE NOT OUR CHILDREN EDUCATED IN 
THIS COUNTRY, AND INSTRUCTED IN 
THOSE PRINCIPLES OF AFFECTION AND 
LOYALTY, THAT HAVE EVER MADE THEM 

consider Great Britain as their mo¬ 
ther country ? And let me be permit¬ 
ted to a(k the mod; inveterate of our foes, 
if we ever have by any a<fi of (edi¬ 
tion or rebellion, forfeited in the fmali- 
eft degree the countenance and protec¬ 
tion, which as Tons of Britain, and fub- 
je£ls of the. fame good and gracious So¬ 
vereign, we are moft unqueftionably en¬ 
titled to ? I maintain, that we have not, 
and therefore a i a colonist, and in the 

NAME OF THE BRITISH WEST INDIA 

Colonies,I demand of the Parliament 
of Great Britain, that support and 

PROTECTION WHICH, UPON THE PRINCIPLES 
OF GOOD POLICY AND FAITH, THEY ARE 
IN DUTY BOUND TO AFFORD US, IN COM¬ 
MON 
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MOF WITH THE REST OF HIS MAJESTVS 
LOYAL SUBJECTS. 

Mr. Baillie concluded by ohferving, 
that there was Bill one considers bon more 
attending the queftion, of full as much 
importance as any he had mentioned, and 
- that was, the fatal effe&s a diminution of 
our trade would have upon the navigation 
of Great Britain. He then demanded, 
whether it did not appear, by the evidence 
on the table, that the Welt India trade is 
confidered a moll excellent nurfery for 
feamen; and in all the wars we have of 
late been engaged in, had been found the 
molt aftive and ufeful body of men in his 
Majefty’s navy ? 

For his own part, conlidcring the navy 
as our belt and molt natural defence, he 
was one of thofe who thought that fea¬ 
men ought to be made by all pofliLle 
means; and, upon that principle, con¬ 
tended, that the trade to Africa fhould 
meet with every encouragement this coun¬ 
try can give it. Indeed, added Mr. Bail¬ 
ee, lb great an enthulialt am I for the in- 
creafe of our navigation and feamen, that 
G z while 
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while I have the honour of being a 
Member of this Houfe, I never will 
give my confent to any meafure that 
can poftibly tend to leifen the number 
of ouf feamen one man . This I hold to 
be found eonftitutional do&rine; and 
thofe who are of a different opinion, 
I will ever confider as ignorant of the 
TRUE INTERESTS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
AND ENEMIES TO ITS WELFARE AND 
PROSPERITY. 


Mr. VAUGHAN rofe to vindicate the 
Planters. He lamented, that in the dif- 
cuffion of the question their condu<ft had 
been involved with that of the Traders ; 
particularly as this view of the bufinefs 
had been ufed to flop the fupplies of Ne¬ 
groes from Africa. In this ftage, he ap¬ 
prehended, it was neceffary to remove 
any prejudices which might arife rclped- 
ing his teftimony, as he was conne&ed 
with the Weft Indies by birth, profeffion, 

and 
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And private fortune. He had not reforted 
to merchandize from the motives of ne- 
ceffity, but from thofe of independence, 
a Noble Personage having offered to 
provide for him in a very ample manner. 
At an early period of life he had refilled 
this temptation, <*nd refolved to improve 
his own fortune, free from the operations 
of political parties. With regard to his 
fentiments of freedom, he believed every 
perfon would be convinced, that he had 
certainly imbibed principles of the moft 
laudable nature, when he mentioned, 
that he had been the pupil of Dr. 
Priestly, and had alio ffudied with 
Mrs. Barbauld’s father. Thefe were 
ample teftimonies of the re&itude of his 
condudl, and he flattered himfelf that 
every Gentleman would thence be fully 
perfuaded of his fincerity. 

To gratify his curioffty, and to effablifh 
in his mind the complete truth, he had 
vilited Jamaica, There he learnt, firft, 
that the Negroes were not in a {late to 
embrace perfcd liberty; fecondly, that 

their 
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their civilization would be attended with 
wants unavoidable in (imilar circum- 
fiances; and chat thofe who had em¬ 
barked their fortunes in the colonics, 
might be inevitably ruined. 

What he 1 entailed upon the Planters 
(bme degree of opprobrium, was the cor¬ 
rection of the fpecies of Negroes called 
Maroons. They conftantly refufed to 
work, and threw the labour upon their 
wives, who were ruled by their hus¬ 
bands in the moft defpotic manner. 

As he had undertaken a voyage to Ja¬ 
maica to form a true judgement of the 
fubje£t, by the evidence of his own eyes, 
he delivered his opinions free and unbi¬ 
ased. He (corned to facrifice the feelings 
of bis heart to his intereft: whatever 
allegations he might advance were purely 
the effedts of convidtion. 

The emancipation of the Negroes, 
to which this motion, he apprehended, 
would operate, appeared to him impolitic 
and impracticable. Civilization was pro- 
greffive, and (hould precede the grant of 
2 freedom 
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freedom. It ought, at the fame time, 
to be recolleded, that in a civilized 
Rate the mind had wants; but, in (lavery, 
the. body alone fuffered. Between the 
Tropics, white people could not be em¬ 
ployed, the exceflive heat of the climate 
rendering their fervices ufelefs. The 
Planters were anxious for the completion 
of their work ; they required Workmen, 
not Slaves. Inftead of the Abolition of 
flavery, he mod earneftly recommended 
fchools for teaching the.Chridian Reli¬ 
gion, by which the purpofes of fociety 
would be better anfwered than the indul¬ 
gence of wild theories, which had already 
been too inimical to the community at 
large. The whites, he foon faw, could 
not replace the Negroes in the field; a 
fad which the Sierra Leone Company 
had lately themfelves acknowledged, in op- 
pofition to Mr. Ramsay. The fituation, 
alfo, of the Negroes was better than he 
could have fuppofed; for cloaths and fuel 
they could have little want on account of 
the climate—they had a houfe and land 


gratis 
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gratis—-they differed no imprifbnment for 
debt—nq fear of not being able to fupporfc 
a family to deter them from marrying-*-* 
their orphans and widows were fure to be 
taken care of—^as likewife themlelves, 
when old or meeting with accidents—they 
had medicines, furgery, midwifery, and 
attendance, gratis^—they had their private 
property* which no mailer ever took 
from them* They were perfectly refign- 
ed, at the time he was abroad, fo their 
fituation, and looked for nothing beyond 
it. Negroes formed the labouring poor 
of the iflands; and with refpe& to necef- 
faries, they appeared as happy as any 
other poor, and had as many amufe- 
ments of their own and as much cheer- 
fulnefs. It was cruel to lay, as Mr. 
Ramsay had done, that they had only 
four or five hours to themfelves in the four 
and twenty, for this was not enough for 
deep, much lefs for their night rambles. 
To prove thefe af&rtions, he affirmed, 
that in all his excurfions through the 
ifland, he had not feen any beggars; every 
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perfon was employed, and the Negroes 
had the difpofal of the money which they 
could acquire in their leifure hours. 

As to Africa, there feemed no mode at 
that time of preventing her fupplying 
frefh Slaves ; fo that he did not conceive 
how an error iri the importation could be 
cor reded, unlefs by a change in the fpirit 
of the times, not having poffeffion of an 
Alexander’s fword to cut the Gordian Knot 
by force, in the face of Ads of Parliament, 
and without providing indemnity to the 
concerned. 

Mr. Vaughan now proceeded to notice 
a number of prejudices refpeding the Co¬ 
lonies firft, that it was nothing but 
cruelty which occafioned the inequality of 
deaths and burials. But was it cruelty 
that occasioned this inequality in the great 
city of London ? Or in particular clafles 
of people in all places, fuch as domeftic 
fervants, foldiers, &c. ? It was owing to 
celibacy, or difeafe, according to the cafe. 
Among the Negroes, it was owing to the 
H for* 
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formerly prevalent plan of having more 
males t;han females imported, and to the 
dillblutenefs of thofe people, as well as to 
their diieafes; particularly among the 
children whofe frequent deaths at a parti¬ 
cular date from their birth and their doing 
well in general, if they furvived that 
date. Thence the calamities mentioned 
could not be owing to cruelty. 

He remarked that the two opinions 
feemed contradictory, that the Negroes 
were walling from cruelty, and yet that 
they increafed fo as to make farther im¬ 
portations fuperfluous. He then paid a 
high compliment to Mr. Pitt, and noti¬ 
ced one of his objections on the fubjeCt of 
Colony population, too minute to repeat 
here. 

He fpokc alfo of a difficulty about po¬ 
pulation, even in thefe iflands, which 
nearly kept up their numbers by procrea¬ 
tion ; which was, that the failure might 
be owing to the increafe on one eftate 
compenfating for loifes upon another. 

Different 
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Different eftates, from different caufes, 
were more healthy than others ; but it 
fhould be confidered, that thefe eftates 
would not interchange their numbers. 
Whereas when labourers were freemen, 
they circulated from one employer to ano¬ 
ther, and appeared wherever they were 
wanted. 

In fmali eftates, or fmall iflands, any 
calamity made a deep and permanent irn- 
preffion on the population; fuch as fa¬ 
mine, plague, fmall pox, or war. This 
difafter was exemplified in Indian tribes; 
in many cafes in hiftory, fome of 
which cafes had lately operated in the 
Weft Indies. 

Mr. Vaughan contended, that all chaf- 
tifement with refpeft to Negroes was not 
cruelty; the owners of Slaves generally 
withdrew them from all public juftice, 
fo that criminals who would be publicly 
executed elfewhere, were often, from a 
miftaken humanity, kept alive by their 
mafters, and liable to be punifhed re¬ 
peatedly from repeating their faults. 

H 2 Diftri- 
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Diftributive juftice ©ccafioned many 
puniihments, as every Slave was to be 
prote&ed againft every other Slave. 

The care of the Negroes themfeives, 
as to their health, provifions, cloathing, 
family, and the like, occafioned other 
puniihments. 

All circumdances fhould be didinguifh~ 
ed from puniihments, to enforce labour, 
or thofe arifing from cruelty. 

So far were the Negroes from being 
negleded, that infinite anxiety occurred 
with many owners about their Slaves, 
whom they often vifited in perfon when 
fick; and to corroborate thefe fads, the 
evidence before the Houfe had dated that 
pi. derling had been given for attending a 
difficult cafe in midwifery. 

Many difeafes were new to Europeans 
in the iflands, and required time to ad¬ 
mit of a plan to perfed the cure. 

Thus a diminution of the number of 
Negroes, in the Colonies, might happen 
without cruelty. 


Circum- 
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Circumftances of a very different kind, 
refpeCb’ng the Colonies, required (ome 
notice to prevent mifconftruCtion. The 
objections which fome perfons had to 
con fuming lugar, when it came from the 
Weft Indies, were liable, for example, to 
produce mifchief. To obviate thefe alle¬ 
gations, he affirmed, that indigo was a 
plant which had no offals, and was good 
for neither man nor beaft; fo fugar was 
an article of cultivation, known to be fa¬ 
vourable to both ; and as the planters 
would not confent to keep their Negroes 
idle, it was commendable to allow the 
Negroes to be employed in the manner 
moft beneficial to the public. 

Another objedion was. that the crops of 
the Sugar Colonies were fubjeCt to many 
cafualties, which made them precarious 
objects of attention. It fhould, however, be 
remembered, that gentlemen had experi¬ 
enced the interpofition of farmers between 
themfelves and the fluctuations of their 
crops; but in the iflands, the planters 
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kept in general immediate pofleffion of 
their own eftates, and therefore felt every 
variation of the crops. 

A third objection was, that the Colonifts 
were monopolies, fold fugar dear, and 
obtained great profits. The Colony Sys¬ 
tem, which was the occafion of a mutual 
monolopy, had given advantages to fome 
planters, but others had purchafed from 
the firft comers fo as to have bare 
profits. 

On the whole, he had feen little, if 
any of the cruelty or outrage talked of ; 
none at all on the eftate where he refided; 
and the whip, the flocks, and confine¬ 
ment alone, were in ufe in other places. 
Thumb-fcrews and other inftruments of 
torture having been entirely abolifhed. 

He coofefied that there was room for 
much amendment; he would mention 
what occurred to him on this head, be- 
caufe, if proper, his hints might receive 
the fan&ion of Government. In the 
mean time, thofe perfons who complain¬ 
ed 
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ed of the Cclonifls, might do much fer- 
vice by reforting to the iflands., and by 
teaching the planters how to take care of 
their eflates and preferve their Negroes, 
for which purpofe many were ready to 
fell their properties to them at advantage¬ 
ous bargains. Thus the philanthropy 
of the age might be indulged, and the 
prefent proprietors might receive fome 
compenfation for their property. 

Miffionaries, fome of the itinerant 
Clergy for example, prefent at the debate, 
might be of the utmoft utility in the 
iflands. The Catholics in the Ceded 
iflands, and the Moravians at Antigua, 
had been of the greateft benefit; and 
many planters, and feveral ifland legis¬ 
lators, had recommended the expedient. 
Where Religion was once inflilled, 
there would be lefs punifhment-—more 
work done—and better done—more mar¬ 
riages—more ifTue—-and more attach¬ 
ment to their Mailers and to the Go¬ 


vernment. 
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Another article of much importance 
was to inftitute Medical Societies.— 
Medical min had often much enthufiafm, 
more than in mod other profeffions, and 
certainly more than in the churchy the 
law, or the army . Their communications 
would contribute much to the public be¬ 
nefit. * They had many new difeafes to 
encounter where they had no ancient prac¬ 
tice, nor the knowledge derived from 
neighbouring countries to affift them. 
The difeafes of Negro Infants were par¬ 
ticularly worthy of their attention, as 
he himfelf knew no remedy for the 
great difeafe by which they were at¬ 
tacked. 

Task work was another improve¬ 
ment ; there were inconveniencies in it 
eafily to be avoided, fuch as having too 
much feverity exercifed upon the Ne¬ 
groes at one time, and permitting them 
too much relaxation at another. 

Premiums had been given to mothers 
for the number of children reared, but 

fathers 
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fathers had hitherto been forgotten. To 
thefe premiums might be added honorary 
dijlinftions and folid advantages, which 
would coil nothing to the owners, 
Negro evidence fhould be allowed 
to be given in courts of law, with an 
option to the court or jury to accept it ac¬ 
cording to the cafe. 

Cruel masters might be punifhed in 
various ways : their Negroes fhould be 
taken from them and put into trufl. 
Every inflrument of punifhment fhould 
be abolifhed, excepting the whip, to 
which might be added confinement. The 
limitation are the number of lafhes, which, 
Ihould it prove infufficient, it Ihould be 
ordered that the punifhment fhould not 
be repeated till after due intervals. 

No danger could occur in making ex¬ 
amples of white persons for oppref- 
fion of their Slaves. Such a falutary me- 
fure fhould be immediately adopted; the 
public expeffc it. The character of the 
Colonifls, whole conduct is exemplary, 

I are 
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atfe prejudiced by being confounded with 
thofe of the moft bafe of mankind. It is 
deteftable to think how far the principle 
of flickering the whites may proceed; in 
fad, they ought to extend no farther 
than deemed neceflary to fecure the 
Slave on the one hand, and his protec¬ 
tion on the other. Mr. Locke, indeed, 
in his Conflitution of Carolina, lays, that 
the authority and power of the maker 
were abfolute ; but he recommended that 
the Slave Ihould be permitted the choice 
of his religion, and the liberty of attend¬ 
ing it. 

If the Abolition of the Slave Trade were 
to pals, he trufted their attention would 
be turned to indemnification. With¬ 
out going farther into the fubjed at pre- 
fent, it muft be recolleded, that many 
thoufand acres had been fold in the ceded 
iflands for 6 or 700,000!. and that many 
hundred thoufand acres had paid quit- 
rents in Jamaica, though not fully culti¬ 
vated. 


The 
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The flrfl. indemnity wanted, was that 
of labourers, which was an indemnity 
in kind. 

If FREE LABOURERS COuld be foUIld ill 
Africa, the planters would be glad of 
them, as they only wanted labour, whe¬ 
ther paid for daily or otherwife : they did 
not want Slaves to tyrannize over them. 
Perhaps it was, after all, from African 
labourers, flaves, or freemen, that the 
whole parts of America now unfettled 
would at laft be peopled. Mr. Vaughan 
concluded by alking, whether Mr. Wil- 
berforce did not defign to tuffer his ques¬ 
tion to be divided ? namely, to have it 
propofed generally jirji for the abolition 
without any limitation, and then leave 
room for the infertion of a limited time, 
if voted for. To which Mr. Wilberforce 
aflented. 

Mr. Vaughan, in a fpeech of confidera- 
ble length, which was liftened to with the 
greateft attention by ail Tides, maintained, 
notwithftanding the reports induftrioufly 
circulated concerning the wretched ftate 
I a of 
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of the Slaves, that they were not Impatient 
of bondage ; that he had frequently wit- 
nefied them at their diverfions, as lively 
and jocund as Frenchmen; that the ten- 
dernefsof the Planters had been proved by 
thoufands of inftances recorded in the 
papers on the table ; that the Negroes of 
the Weft Indies were much more com¬ 
fortably provided for, than the inferior 
clafles of people in Great Britain; and that 
Ihould Parliament adopt the fyftem of an 
immediate Abolition, our valuable intereft 
in the colonies would be totally deftroyed, 
and the National Revenue greatly dimi- 
nilhcd. 


Colonel Tarleton declared, that not- 
withftanding all the violence with which 
this Motion was fupported laft year; and 
notwithftanding the indefatigable exertions 

of 
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of the Junto, fince that period, which were 
fully evinced by the pile of Petitions that 
had been placed upon the table; he fhould 
not fhrink from the Queftlon, but proceed 
to argue again# a fpeculation which, if 
carried into effe<#, mu# eventually prove 
deftrudtive to the interefts of this coun¬ 
try ; being firmly convinced that huma¬ 
nity, to become laudable, jlmild be tem¬ 
pered with jujlice. 

The Colonel then proceeded to obferve, 
that he did not confider it neceflary, after 
the thorough inveftigation which this 
queftion had undergone, and the adjudi¬ 
cation it received from a refpe&able ma¬ 
jority la# year, again to enter into ail the 
minutiae, which are neceflarily implicated 
in fo important a debate, and which have 
been already fo amply difcufied; but; 
fhould content himfelf with touching 
upon die different prominent features, 
and never lofe fight of that philanthropy 
which the Abolitionifts fallacioufly e#eem 
to be their vantage ground on this occa- 

fion. 
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{ion. As one of the Reprefentatives of a 
great and flou riffling commercial town, as 
a friend to the rights and properties of 
many thoufand of Manufacturers, Plan¬ 
ters, and Merchants, and an advocate 
likewife for humanity, good policy, and 
juflice, Colonel Tarleton faid, he would 
proceed briefly and clearly to Rate thofe 
arguments which occurred to him againft 
the Abolition of the African trade. 

I fhall not now, obferved the Colonel, 
notice the origin of the trade—the func¬ 
tion it has received from Parliament; the 
Rate of ignorance in which the natives 
of Africa are involved; the horrid defpo- 
tifrn which pervades it, in confequenee of 
that barbarifm; or compare the mild go¬ 
vernment of the. Weft Indies with the 
favage tyranny of the Kings and Princes 
of Africa; but endeavour to point out the 
impolicy and impossibility of abo¬ 
lishing the African Trade. 

The different States of Europe are, 
and have been for ages paft, foiicitous to 

increaie 
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increafe their Commerce, their Colonies, 
and their Slave Trade ; and by experi¬ 
ence have found, that the profperity of 
all depended upon the fuccefs of each. 

I need not enumerate the Portuguefe, 
the Danes, the Dutch, the Spaniards, 
and the French, who were reported in 
this Houfe to have been on the ftart to 
outrace us in the fuppreffion of the Slave 
Trade, but who, by authorities which I 
have now in my hand, are a&ually 
foremoft for its continuance and ex- 
ten fi on. It is apparent, therefore, as 
I had the honour, on a former occa- 
fion, to remark to this Houfe, that if we 
were difpofed to facrifice our African 
Trade, other nations would not enter into 
fo ruinous a plan. The French, for in- 
ftance, depend greatly on their Weft In¬ 
dia Trade as a fource both of revenue and 
navigation ; (I have it not now in con- 
temp, .ion to expatiate on the fituation of 
St. Domingo; to that I ftiall prefently 
advert) will they fuffer a trade, upon 

which 
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which their whole commerce turns, to 
languid* ? No; they would thank us for 
our midaken ideas of humanity, and they 
would profit by them; the difadvantage 
would be ours 5 the advantage would be 
theirs; and the condition of the African 
would be exactly the fame, whether he 
eroded the Atlantic in an Englifh or any 
other European bottom; and fhould we 
per {id in fo wild a project as Abolition, 
the Continent will foon be fupplied with 
Englifh houfes, Englifh Ships, and Eng* 
lifh capitals. 

Having dated the prefent fituation of 
Europe, with regard to the African Trade, 
he thought it did not require much pene¬ 
tration or judgement to deted and expofe 
the fallacious dodrine of thofe Sedaries, 
who would attempt to abolifh, what other 
Nations encourage and proted. A por¬ 
tion of common fenfe, which in general, 
contributes more to the public good, than 
fophidry or enthufiafm, and which fre¬ 
quently difperfes the raids, which elo- 
1 justice t 
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quence , prejudice , and fanaticifm , endea¬ 
vour to raife, to cover their own pur- 
pofes, enables the majority of this 
Houfe, and of this country to declare, 
that an abolition on the part op 
England alone, will not abo¬ 
lish the trade in general. 

The Colonel then veiy judicioufly re¬ 
marked, that unlefs a place of Congrefs 
ihould be appointed, and unlefs all the 
nations of Europe accede to fuch a pro- 
pofition, and enter fully into the pro¬ 
ject of abolition, we only create diffi¬ 
culties and embarraflments for our mer¬ 
chants and manufacturers, without ef¬ 
fecting any other purpofe. Nay, per¬ 
haps our prefent wild, fanatical manner 
of conducting this {peculation, may 

ALIENATE THE AFFECTIONS OF OUR 
COLONISTS, WHO, THROUGH A DE¬ 
LUGE OF BLOOD, MAY WORK OUT FOR 
THEMSELVES ANOTHER INDEPEN¬ 
DENCE, OR MAY THROW THEMSELVES 
INTO THE ARMS OF THOSE CONFEDE¬ 
RATED STATES, WHOSE CONSTITU- 
K TION 
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TION TELLS US, THAT THEY HAVE 
A SACRED REGARD FOR PUBLIC 
FAITH, AND PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

Though I fincerely wifh, for the ho¬ 
nour of human nature, that an eternal 
veil could be drawn over the recent hor¬ 
rible tranfa&ions in St. Domingo, I 
cannot help noticing fame circum- 
ftances, becaufe they feem to originate 
in the fame principles and practices 
which fome people in this country have 
lately adopted, with regard to the Weft- 
India Iflands. I ihall not attempt to 
defcribe the barbarities and horrors of 
thofe fcenes which have been difplayed 
at St. Domingo-—a bare recital of which 
would make an im predion upon the 
hardeft heart, and mof! inacceffible im- 
derftanding, without the afliftance of 
pathetic eloquence, or laboured ingenu¬ 
ity. I fhall therefore turn the atten¬ 
tion of the Committee from a contem¬ 
plation of rapes , of maffacres , of con - 
Jiagrations, of impaled infants, and aBs of 
parricide ,and endeavour to point outcon- 

cifely. 
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clfely, the impolicy, as well as danger of 
our now purfuing the objed of abolition. 

Partial extsrads of the debates of this 
Houle, and the garbled ftatements of 
evidence, which have been fo induftri- 
oufly circulated, both in this country 
and through all the Colonies, have cre¬ 
ated alarm and diftruft throughout eve¬ 
ry illand in the Well: Indies. AH the 
letters from that quarter of the Globe, 
fpeak moll forcibly of the mifchiefs 
and dangers that mr.y arife, and which 
actually threaten the white inhabitants. 

I have, within this lall week, received 
a letter from a refpedable officer at An¬ 
tigua, defcribing the lickly lituation of 
the King’s troops, owing to the frequent 
detachments required from them, in 
order to awe, or lupprefs infurredions 
amongll the Negroes throughout the 
different illands. Government has been 
made acquainted with thefe circum- 
llances, and the perils which confe- 
quently impended ; and to relieve the 
minds of the colonies, and to counter- 
K 2 ad 
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ad the abfurd vote of the Minifter, that 
very Minifter has been compelled to 
fend a reinforcement of infantry, and a 
regiment of light dragoons ,* the vote of 
this night may require additional troops, 
and if this chimerical projed is to be 
revived every year, the army of England 
may be fully employed in the Weft Indies, 
On the fubjed of the petitions which 
have been lately prefented, Imuft beg 
leave to obferve, that though I entertain 
the higheft refped and veneration for 
the petitions of the people of England, 

I cannot yield my admiration on the 
prefent occalion, hecaufe I think that 
their fentiments have not been fairly 
colleded. The form and language of 
the petitions bear too ftrong a refem- 
blance to each other, they appear to be 
the manujaclure vf the Sectaries of the Old 
'Jewry and the fignatures do not ftamp 
them, in my mind, with any additional 
credit or authority. Unexpeded and 
unfolicited letters have lately poured in 
upon me, from the moft refpedabie in¬ 
dividuals. 
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dividuals, in all parts of England, de¬ 
scribing the various artful modes adopt¬ 
ed, for obtaining and creating Signa¬ 
tures ; and to an Honourable Member 
now in my eye, I am indebted for an 
extenfive correfpondence, even in the 
remoteft parts of Scotland, 

In fome villages and towns, mendi¬ 
cant phvSicians, and itinerant clergy¬ 
men, have exercifed almofl unexampled 
zeal and induftry, and difplayed the in¬ 
genuity of Scaptn to extort names from 
tht fick, the indigent , and the traveller : 
in others, the grammar fchools have re¬ 
ceived ceremonious vifits from the inde¬ 
fatigable emiSTaries of the abolitioniSls; 
and the boys have been indulged with 
the gladfome tidings of a holiday, pro¬ 
vided they would Sign their own, and 
the names in the neighbourhood ; and, 
when on examination, the inhabitants 
could not furnifh Signatures, fufficiently 
numerous, they have been deSired to 
employ their imagination, to give to 4 4 airy 
nothing , a local habitation and a name !** 

Colonel 
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Colonel Tarleton then adverted to 
the fetters in his pofteftion, to fupport 
what he had juft advanced, and amongft 
them read the foiiowing extracts : 

a Warrington , March , 1792. 

** SIR, 

“ Having with pleafure frequently 
obferved, that you are the Champion for 
the Trade of Liverpool, I beg leave to 
communicate to you a piece of intelli¬ 
gence I lately pick'd up, on my return 
from a journey to Manchefter, relative 
ho the mode purfued by the Partizans for 
fhe abolition of the African trade, in or¬ 
der to procure as many names as they 
can to their petitions. I fell in com¬ 
pany with a very refpe&able fradefman 
of Warrington, who told me he had a 
fan juft returned from fchool at Eolton ; 
where a petition to Parliament for the 
abolition had been induftrioufly handed 
about, to obtain the %natures of all 
ranks of people, from the higheft to the 
loweft; and that, in order to procure all 
the names,they poftibly could, real or i ma¬ 
ginary, 
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ginary, they waited on the fchool-boys 
and not only got them to tign their own 
names, but alfo as many more names 
of their neighbours as they could recoi¬ 
led: ; fome of the arch boys (of lefs re¬ 
tentive memories) perceiving that thofe 
boys who could recoiled the moll names 
met with the greateft applaufe, in order 
to receive a proportionable fliare of 
praife, firfh tigned their own names with 
others they did recoiled j after that they 
invented new names, and put them down 
alfo.—Any comments I could make on 
fuch petitions being confidered as the 
fenfe of the people of Bolton, &c. to 
you would be fuperfluous—I only give 
you the fad, ’which I confider as my 
duty, as a well-wither to the Merchants 
and Trade of Liverpool, to inform you 
of: therefore hope you will pardon the 
liberty I now take. I am, 

With the greateft refped, Sir, 
Your moil obedient, 
humble Servant, 

_ » 


Colonel 
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Colonel Tarleton has the original 
letters in his poffeflion, but does not feel 
authorized to publifh the names of the 
writers. 

** Chejler, March 30, 1792. 

“ HONOURED SIR, 

“ Knowing there was a petition car¬ 
ried on here for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, figned by a number of names, 
a great number of which, I thought, was 
very improper fhould be fent to that 
Honourable Houfe of which you are a 
member, as it was chiefly children be¬ 
longing to the different fchools in this 
city ; amongft the reft, it was brought 
to the fchool of which I am a fcholar, 
and was flgn^d (by defire of my mafter) 
by every boy in the fchool that could 
write his name, myfelf excepted. 

Yours refpe&fully, 

_ __ — i * 

Relative to the flgnatures of the boys, 
the Colonel referred to the fol’^wing 
paflage in a letter from Sheffield, “ You 

“ have 
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* * have time to ettablitti the truth of it 
“ by enquiry, before the matter is dif- 

* * cuffed, or by a line addreffed to . 

** The Rev. Charles ChaOwick, 
** matter of the grammar-fchool* 
“ Rev.MATTHEw Preston, Eng- 
“ litti grammar-fchool. 

** John Eadon, matter of the free 
“ writing-fchool. 

“ Or moft of the other writing fchool 
“ matters in this place.” 

The Colonel obferved, that he would 
hot tire the patience of his hearers by 
reading letters in his poffeffion written 
by refpe&able individuals reficfcnt at the 
following places: 

Portfmouth Culro's 

Ipfwich Man better 

St. Andrews Edinburgh 

Carlifle Hull 

Dorchetter C better 

Swanfea Sec. Sec, Sec. 

The Magittrate- 1 of the places whence 
thefe extraordinary petitions have ori¬ 
ginated, have fcldom been approached. 

L The 
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The Town-halls have dill more rarely* 
had thefc petitions difplayed in them, 
in order to await the deliberation, the* 
decihon, or the fignatures of the grave, 
refpe£table, and informed part of the 
community. No, Sir; parts of the 
dimly hearfay evidence, which for a 
length of time oppreded and difgraced 
the table of this Houfe, were mutilated, 
didorted, and reduced to the bze of 
pamphlets, in order to promote their 
circulation, throughout all the ale- 
houfes and Excife-offices in this king¬ 
dom, where the unwary and uninform¬ 
ed were ticked out of their humanity, 
by infla* nnatoryextra&s; and from fuch 
fources mod of the petitions, which I 
had al mod f id difgraced the figners and 
the receivers, have been produced 1 
Great God ! (exclaimed Col. Tarle- 
ton), is this a decent, honourable, or 
decorous manner of ascertaining, or 
fhewing to the world the Sentiments of 
the people of this country ? No, Sir; it 
is EQUALLY AN INSULT AND A MOC¬ 
KERY 
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KERY UPON THE PEOPLE AND PAR¬ 
LIAMENT of England. 

Colonel Tarleton then adverted to 
the difference of the evidence brought 
before the Privy Council, and the SeleCt 
Committee of the Houfe, by both 
parties* previous to the difcuftion of laft 
year. 

I need not, faid he, ftigmatize the 
Abolitionifts, by mentioning the names 
of the generality, of their evidences: 
nor need I fay any thing more in eulogy 
of the principal evidences brought for¬ 
wards by the Merchants and Planters, 
than merely repeat the names of Lord 
Shuldham, Admiral Barrington, 
Admiral Arbuthnot, Admiral Ed¬ 
wards, Admiral Hotham, Commo¬ 
dore Gardner, Lord Macartney, 
Lord Rodney, Sir Ralph Payne, 
SirJ.DALLiNG,SirARCHiB a l-dCamp- 
bell, Mr. Baillie, Mr>„H i j&ert, 
and a long lift of other refpeCtable 
characters. 

If I was to analyfe the bulk of the 
L % evidence. 
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evidence, I Hiould exhauft the patience 
of the Committee, in contrafting the 
ignorance , the malice , and fanaticifm of 
fome, with the veracity, the ingenuouf- 
nefs, and the candour of others. In 
ihort, I fhouid exhibit, if I gave a true 
pi&ure, a variegated view of the fair 
and foul principles which dignify and 
debafe the human mind. 

Colonel Tarletqn proceeded tore- 
ply to that part of Mr. Wilberforce’s 
ipeech which more immediately affed> 
ed the Merchants of Liverpool and 
Priidol, and obferved, that no fmall de¬ 
gree of fatisfadtion refulted to his mind 
from the opportunity the Honourable 
Gentleman had afforded him of junify¬ 
ing a refpe&able body of his Confti- 
tuents. He has been pleafed to enlarge 
upon the Ipffes fuftained on the paffage 
from Africa to the Well Indies. Not- 
withflarding his calculations, his fabri¬ 
cations, or his comments, I can pledge 
myfelf to this Houfe, and this country, 
in afferting and maintaining, that the 

average 
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average lofs per cent . does not exceed 
four and a half, fince the regulations 
were impofed on the flave fhips. And 
if we advert to the voyages of the 
King’s troops, or the tranfportation to 
Botany Bay, the comparifon is highly 
favourable to the African trade*. 

Another 

* With all due deference to Mr. Wilberforce’s 
fupernatural acquirements , this is a part of the fub- 
jett which Colonel Tarleton muft be fuppofed to 
be nearly as well inftru&ed in as himfelf. But if 
proof were wanting to fupport the Colonel's afier- 
tion, let the papers laid on the table of the Houfe 
of Commons the other day, relative to the tranf¬ 
portation of the convi&s to Botany Bay, be re¬ 
ferred to, and then let the impartial world form 
a juft opinion of the humanity of Mr. Wilberforce 
and his fellow-labourers. 

The following extract, among many other that 
may be fele&ed, will more than bear the Colonel 
out, and ferve alfo to verify the opinion of a real 
Philanthropyl (J. J. RoitjjeauJ, <( that there were 
(t men who profeJJ'ed an extraordinary regard for the 
f< interfs of mankind,, merely to ferve as an excufe for 
** their Jihewing none to their own country 

Governor Philip, in his letter to Lord Grenville, 
dated 13th July 1790, fays, u The enclofed return 
* s will fhew the ftate of the convi£b landed from 


« thofe 
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Another affertion of the Hon. Gentle¬ 
man’s I beg leave like wife to repel. He 
ftill choofes to enlarge the mortality 
amongft the feamen, and from thence 
draws an inference prejudicial to the 
town of Liverpool, and city of Briftol.*— 
For the former of thofe ports {and we 
piay fairly conclude that the fame trade is 
conduced in tbs fame manner at the latter ), 
I muft again repeat what I had the ho¬ 
nour to deliver to the Houfe laft year, as 
there is no event has lince occurred which 

« thofe {hips, and the number that died on the 
« pahage. 1 will not dwell on the fcene of nailery 
« which the hofpitals and lick tents exhibited, 
« when thofe people were landed; but it would 
« be a want of duty not to fay, that it was occa- 
“ honed by the contra&ors having crowded too 
“ MANY ON BOARD thofe jhips> and from their being 
(C too much confined during the pajfage —and, in 
another part of his letter, he fays, « many of 
<c thofe now received are fo emaciated from what 
t( they have fujfered in the voyage , that they never 
(( will be capable of any labour.” Hear this, ye 
mendicant reformers, and eeafe your libels againft 
the African Traders !—If charity be the principle 
that actuates you, this letter furniihes but too 
melancholy a proof that you may exercife it aft 
home. 


gives 
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gives me reafon to doubt its veracity 
44 The Liverpool African trade is, in 
44 proportion to the number of hands it 
44 employs, the moft productive nurfery 
44 for feamen that belongs to the com- 
44 merce of this country. For admit- 
44 ting for a moment the exaggerated 
44 calculations which have gone abroad, 
44 of the mortality of the feamen em- 
44 ployed in this trade; admitting that 
44 642, out of 3170 perfons, die in 
44 the voyage of one year; admitting 
44 further, that half this mortality falls 
44 upon that half of the crew which is 
44 compofed of feamen and officers, 
44 and confequently that 321 feamen 
44 perifh in the courfe of one year’s 
44 voyage, yet as 1585 landfmen from 
44 the fingle port of Liverpool alone, in 
44 fpite of that fabricated mortality, 
44 contributes annually, by means of 
44 this trade, an augmentation of 943 
44 perfons to the navy of Great Bri^ 
44 tain.*' 

I fliall not trefpafs on the patience 
of the Committee, farther than mak¬ 
ing 



ing one more obfervation on tli© 
Honourable Gentleman’s fpeech, in 
which there is fo little novelty. He 
was pleafed to fay that white people, 
and the failors in particular, could work 
in the Well Indies.-—In anfwer to that 
affertion, I ffiall refer to what I deem 
good authority-—the teftimony of many 
refpe&able officers. It would be tire-* 
fome to enumerate the names of ail 
the officers who have ferved in that 
part of the world, for they generally, 
I believe, without a fingle exception, 
maintain the truth of what I advance.—»■ 
If he does not like naval or military 
authorities, I will indulge the Honour¬ 
able Gentleman with other proofs of 
my aflertion. It has been found by 
experience that the natives of Europe 
could not endure any labour under the 
intemperate heats of the Well Indies.— 
Frequent attempts have been made to 
cultivate eftates with white labourers. 
In this experiment the French are faid 
to have loll 12,000 whites in the year 
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1763 *. The A {Terribly of Jamaica of¬ 
fered great encouragement in the year 
1749, to induce white families to fettle 
in that Ifland, but of the few that went 
in ten years there were no remains. 

With refped: to the value of the 
African and Wed: India trade to this 
country, examined either feparately or 
conne&ively, no perfon has yet pre¬ 
fumed to doubt the benefits derived from 
them. The manufacturers and mer¬ 
chants of this country find their interefl 
materially allied to the exijlence of the 
former; and though the Honourable 
Gentleman who moved this queftion on 
a former day was pleafed to ftyle the 
African trade “ a lottery at Liverpool 
it has been found by experience to be 
generally a profitable concern, and that 

* The calculation made byM.de Volney on. 
this fubjett, far exceeds that of Colonel Tarleton, 
and on Monsieur de Volney’s information and 
accuracy, it is needlefs to make any panegyric. 

VideVolneyon theWar between theRuffians and 
Turks, published by Debrett; a treatife in which 
an uncommon degree of intelligence is difplayed. 

M the 
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the morals andfortunes of the individuals , 
who enter into it, are not fo much debafed 
and ruined as thofe of many of their neigh¬ 
bours, by their connexions with the Jlate 
lottery of this country . 

He then took a very general view of 
the confequences which muft neceffarily 
refult from the Honourable Gentleman^ 
proportion if carried, and flated that 
by an abolition, feveral hundred fhips, 
feveral thoufand failors, and fome mil¬ 
lions of induftrious mechanics, would 
lofe their employment, and be rendered 
worfe than ufelefs ; for a fudden ehafm 
of this fort would undoubtedly be pro¬ 
ductive of the molt dangerous confe¬ 
quences to fociety. 

A yearly deficit of fix millions, which 
is the loweft average, admitted by all 
fides of the Houfe, and which would fall 
on the manufacturers, fhip-builders, 
and a large body of the working people, 
would be fenfibly felt in this country, 
though her induftry and commerce flou- 
rifhed almoft beyond calculation. And if 
we add to this defalcation of our commerce 

and 
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and revenue, the lofs of our Colonies, 
which are eftimated at feventy millions, 
which, from the heft authorities, are 
totally dependent on the African trade , 
what new difcovery or contrivance is to 
remedy an evil which would palfy the 
very exigence of the national profpe* 
rity*? 

The oppoiition to the quertion now 
before the Houfe (continued the Colonel) 
is fo connected with the well-being and 
good government of this country, that 
if I was an enemy to the Conftitution of 
England, which has been the work of 
ages, and which, though a good, all 
mu ft acknowledge to be a very compli¬ 
cated machine, I would vote for the 

* This is a queftion which the moft enlightened 
of the Abolitionifts will, it is humbly prefumed, find 
it rather difficult to anfwer fatisfa&orily, and, with 
great deference, it is a queftion which fhould have 
been ferioufly weighed by a Minifter who profejfes 
to lighten our burdens, and to pay off a national 
debt unexampled in the hiitory of the world, be¬ 
fore lie fuffered his better judgment to be fwayed 
either by motives of private friendfliip, or impofed 
upon by the fallacious ftatements of wild enthu- 
liafts, 

M 2 
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abolition of the African trade. It cer¬ 
tainly will be allowed, that a govern¬ 
ment, conftituted like the one we now 
enjoy, is a new work in the annals of 
mankind. The great extent of com¬ 
merce and credit, and the ilupendous 
national debt, which overfhadews the 
revenue of Great Britain, are circum- 
ftances to which we can find no paral¬ 
lel in hiflory. Through the medium of 
fcience, and the extenfion of labour and 
and manufactures, we are enabled to 
penetrate into every country, to become 
the merchants of every ftate, and the 
citizens of every clime. 

To our commercial fuccefs, therefore, 
we may fairly attribute the great in- 
creafe of power, wealth, and confe- 
quence; and our public and, national 
debt has unfortunately, whether from 
error in Government, or not, I will not 
pretend to decide, kept pace with that 
power, that wealth, and that confe- 
quence. If, therefore, we attempt to 
circumfcribe the means which have en¬ 
abled us to arrive at the fummit of com¬ 
mercial 
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mercial profperity, fhall we not endan¬ 
ger our Conftitution by raftily drying 
up the fources which fwelled the tide, 
and gave rapidity to the -current of our 
commercial importance and national re¬ 
venue ? 

I need not enter into a minute defcrip- 
tion of the origin of the African trade, 
or the origin of the national debt. If 
either were to commence de novo, there 
would not be found in this Houfe, or in 
this country, a more ftrenuous oppofer 
of fuch fpeculations j but circumjianced 
as we now are , it is the intereft and duty 
of every good citizen, not to opprefs the 
main fpring of Government, but to fa¬ 
cilitate, and regulate its movements with 
care and circumfpe< 5 tion. 

[The conclufion of Colonel Tarleton’s 
fpeech was worthy of himfelf and of the 
caufe which he fupported with fo much 
fpirit and judgment.] 

But if we violate the fan&ion of Par¬ 
liament, and touch the vitals of our com¬ 
merce, with a rough and injudicious band* 
we endanger the exigence of our prefent 
Conflitutir i. 
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Conftitution. By the moderate and 
prudent interference of this Houfe, the 
African trade, if mal-pra&ices exift in 
it, may be meliorated; by timely re¬ 
formation we may correCt the abufes in 
Government, encreafe the general prof- 
peri ty of this country, and reftore and 
invigorate the powers of the Legiflature. 
But if, with an imprudent temerity , we 
daringly jlrike at the root of our commerce , 
we undermine our prefent advantages, 
deftroy our future expectations, and 
the Representatives of the 
People will be guilty of Suicide 
upon the Laws, the Prosperity, 
and the Constitution of Eng¬ 
land. 

After Mr. Fox had exerted all his 
powers in favour of Mr. Wilber- 
force*s motion, 

Mr. Jen kin son commenced a fpeech 
which, whether we confider the found 
and falutary principles it contained, or 
the eloquent and impreflivc ityle in 
which it was delivered, is equally en¬ 
titled toour'admiration, and of which 
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we can only hope to give the general 
out-lines, by expreffing the regret he felt, 
whenever he differed from thofe with 
whom he was in the habit of adting 5 but 
he fhould think he was adfcing inconfift- 
ently with that duty which he owed his 
constituents and his country,if,after 
having formed a decided opinion on fo 
GREAT and IMPORTANT a QUESTION 

as that which was then before the 
Houfe, any motives whatever fhould 
prevent him from delivering that opi¬ 
nion, and from fupporting it with fuch 
arguments as might appear to him de- 
cifive on the fubjedl. 

In rifing to oppofe the proportions 
that had been made, he felt that he la¬ 
boured under every poffible difficulty. 
He rofe, not only to oppofe a meafure, 
generally believed to be popular, but 
which was fupported by a greater com¬ 
bination of abilities than was ever 
united on any one fubjedt, on which a 
difference of opinion could reafonably 
exift. Feeling, as he did, his own in¬ 
ability to contend with the Right Ho¬ 
nourable 
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hour able Gentleman who had 
fpoken laft, all that he could do was, to 
call the attention of the House, as 
briefly as poflible, to what he conceived 
to be the real ftate of the queftion; and 
he hoped that the Committee would 
be influenced in their decifion, rather by 
the weight of argument, than by any in¬ 
genuity or eloquence with which it 
might be fupported. 

He proceeded to obferve, that the opi¬ 
nions of thofe who were adverfe to the 
abolition, had in general been unfairly 
ftated. It had been circulated that their 
opinion was founded on principles of 
policy , as oppofed to principles of hu¬ 
manity —on no fuch ground was he dif- 
pofed to refill the abolition. If it 
could be clearly made out that the in- 
terefts of humanity were decidedly in 
favour of the propofition, Heaven for¬ 
bid ! Mr. Jenkinfon exclaimed empha¬ 
tically, that any motives of policy fhould 
prevent our adopting it. But if, on 
the contrary, it fhould appear, that the 
Cause of Humanity was, in faff, 

againjl 
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againjl the Abolition, he traded then that 
the very dime principles which would in 
the one cafe have induced the Commit¬ 
tee to adopt the propofition, would then 
induce them to unite with him in oppo- 
fing it.—He defired, however, to be un¬ 
der flood, when he faid that the caufe 
of humanity was againfl the Abolition. 
If the queflion was not, whether the 
trade was originally founded in injuftice 
zn&opprejjion. He admitted it was.—The 
queflion was not, whether the trade was 
abjlratdedly in itfelf an evil. He admitted 
it to be fo —But whether, under all the 
circumflances of the cafe, any confider- 
able advantage would arife to a number 
of our fellow creatures, from the aboli¬ 
tion of the trade taking place in the 
manner in which it had been propofed ? 

The fubjeCt, he obferved, from the 
manner in which it hacLbeen treated, 
naturally divided itfelf into three points 
of view. | 

i. The fituation of the Negroes on 
the coafl of Africa. 

N a. Their 
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2. Their fituation in the Middle Paf- 
fage. 

3. Their fituation in the Weft India 
iflands ; and how far, in each of thefe re- 
fpedtive fituations, their condition was 
likely to be benefited by the meafure 
which had been propofed ? 

Difpofed as he might be, not entirely 
to agree with the fiatement that had been 
made, of the fituation of the Negroes in 
Africa, it was not his intention to reft 
any argument on that ground. He was 
ready to admit that their fituation was 
miferable, that their miferies were 
in a great meafure ©ceafioned by the 
Slave Trade, and that if that trade was 
univerfally abolifhed, very great benefit 
would confequently accrue to the inha¬ 
bitants of Africa. No perfon would, 
however, pretend to aflert, that what¬ 
ever may be the calamities fuffered 
by the inhabitants of that continent, 
thofe calamities arife frotn the trade , as 
carried on by Great Britain only . Other 
countries muft, of courfe, occafion as 

much 
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much of thofe evils as we do ; and if 
the abolition of the trade on our part 
fhould prpve only the transfer of it into 
the hands of thofe countries, very little 
benefit could accrue to the Negroes 
from our humanity. 

What, then, is the probability of our 
example being followed by thofe coun¬ 
tries who have a confiderable fhare in 
the trade ? Five years have now elapfed 
fince the difpofition of a confidera¬ 
ble part of this country has manifeft- 
ed itfelf in favour of the abolition. 
Sufficient time, then, has been given, 
to enable us to judge whether other 
countries are likely to fecond our 
efforts. 

Have the Portuguese fhewn any 
difpofition to follow our example ? Far 
from it. 

Have the Dutch ? He was very 
much misinformed if there were not 
Agents from' Holland at this very 
time in this country, who were ne« 
godating with perfons concerned in 
N % the 
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the trade, and who were defirous of 
giving all poffible encouragement to 
them if we ffiould abandon it. 

Have the Spaniards ? 

4 )n the contrary, it will appear that 
they immediately took advantage of our 
dilpofition, and gave every poffible en¬ 
couragement to the trade, by offering a 
bounty on the importation of Slaves. 

Have the French ? 

They who have carried fanaticifm, 
and their ideas of liberty, to an extent 
as yet unheard of—have they fhewn any 
difpofition to imitate our conduct in this 
particular ? 

The meafure was certainly propofed 
in the National Affembly, but was re¬ 
jected; nay, not only rejected, but the 
bounty on the importation of Haves, as 
an encouragement to the trade, has been 
continued* 

He faid he ffiould not have been 
furprifed if fome of thefe countries had 
thought it politic to pretend to have a 
fimilar difpofition with ouyfelves, and 

after 
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after having induced us to abolifh the 
trade, they had availed themfelves of 
our difpofition to humanity. But when 
they have not only Jljewn no difpofiiion 
to abolijh, but, on the contrary, every 
difpofition to encourage it, he had a 
right to infer, that the abolition of the 
trade, on our part, would be only the 
transfer of it into the hands of thofe 
countries. 

On great political queftions, where 
important interefls are involved, it 
would in general have been thought fuf- 
hcient to be able to prove, that no be¬ 
nefit was likely to arife to thofe to whom 
we were defirous of affording relief; but 
if he could proceed further; if he could 
prove, not only that no advantage , but 
that a great difadvantage would arife to 
the Negroes, from the meafure that is 
propofed, no doubt could then remain on 
the mind of any perfon, who did not pre¬ 
fer Jpeculative to practical humanity , re- 
fpe&ing the propriety of rejecting it. 

The mortality on board the Englifh 

fhips 
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fliips trading from Africa was, previous 
to the Regulating Bill *four and an eighth 
pr cent . Since that, it had been re¬ 
duced to a little more than three per 
cent . 

The mortality on board French Jhips 
tradipg from the fame quarter is near 
ten per cent.— fo that there is a mortality 
of nearly jeven per cent. more on board 
French , than on board Englijh Jhips. 

The mortality in Dutch Jhips is from 
fve to feven per cent . 

The mortality on board Portuguefe 
Jhips is lefs than either on the French or 
Dutch (hips, but more than on Englijh 
Jhips, fince the Regulating Bill. 

Let us then, he obferved, confider. 
what would be the confequence of the 
abolition of the trade on our part. 

Do we regret the deaths, do we regret 
the cruelties that are faid to have been 
committed ?— Thofe deaths , and thofe 
cruelties would be more than doubled if 
we were to abolijh the trade • 

Suppofe the cafe, a>s it really Rands, 

was 
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was to be fubmitted to the Africans ; 
fuppofe we were to confult their incli¬ 
nations on the fubjed:, what do we be¬ 
lieve would be their anfwer; miferable 
as to them the trade might be; nume¬ 
rous as the calamities they fufFer from 
it i’ <c If other countries are not dif- 
“^pofed to unite with you in abolifh- 
M ing it, for our fakes do you continue 
w it j for whatever may be the evils we 
<c fufFer from it, the trade carried on 
“ by other countries, when compared 
“ to the trade carried on by you, is as 
“ evil when compared to good.” 

He was ready to admit that there was 
one anfwer, which would probably be 
made to this. 

Great Britain trades not only for her 
own iflands, but in fome degree for 
thofe of other countries. No good, 
but, on the contrary, evil, would be 
the confequence, to thofe Negroes 
which we carry into the Foreign 
West India Islands. But as the 
trade between Africa and our West 

India 
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India Islands would then be flopped, 
and, as confequently a iinaller number 
of Negroes would then be wanted, 
than thofe which are demanded at pre- 
fent, fome degree of good would accrue 
to the people of Africa from the abo¬ 
lition of the trade on our part. 

In anfwer to this argument, he 
obferved, that as the West India 
Planters purchafed Negroes at pre- 
fent, notwithstanding the greatnefs of 
their price, he had a right to infer, 
that they thought it for their intereft 
to purchafe them, and that confequently, 
even after the abolition of the trade on 
our part, they would not fail to purchafe 
them. The point then to be considered 
was, what is the probability of their 
being able to Smuggle ? 

, The Committee may, in a great mea¬ 
sure, judge of this from the evidence 
already before them. 

By the evidence it appears that a 
great number of Slaves have been clan - 
dpftinely Jlolen % from time to time, out 

of 



( 97 ) 

of our '(/lands, and carried into the Fo¬ 
reign West India Islands. It ap¬ 
pears that feveral hundreds were jlolen, 
within a very Fort period , from Ja¬ 
maica, arid carried into Cuba. Thefe 
feds, he obfervcd, might furprife the 
Houfe, as it was clearly the interefl of 
all the planters to prevent the frnug- 
glkig, if poffible. But if other coun¬ 
tries were able to fmuggle Slaves out 
of the (/land , when it was the intereft 
of every planter and overfeer to pre¬ 
vent that praBice—At follows, that 
there would be very little difficulty in 
fmuggling Slaves into the ([lands, where 
it would be for the interejl of every 
planter and overfeer to promote //.—The 
confequence then, he faid, of the aboli¬ 
tion of the trade on our part, would be 
only the transferring it into the hands of 
other nations , who would carry it on at 
a much greater difadvantage to the 
Africans, and who would acquire the 
advantage and profit to themfelves of fup - 
plying our (/lands with Slaves . 

The attention of' the Committee, 
O he 
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he proceeded to obferve, was next 
called to the date of the Negroes in 
the West India Islands $ aiid much 
had been faid under this head, of the 
cruelties they differed, and of the hard 
labour they were obliged to undergo. 
Tales of oppreffion had been told, and 
narratives of ill ufage had been related, 
which mud'undoubtedly (hock the feel¬ 
ings of all who heard them ; but was it 
fair, he afked, to infer from extraordi¬ 
nary inftances, the general bad ufage of 
the Slaves ? Suppofe that in the belt 
cultivated government, a collection was 
to be made of the different abufes and 
cruelties that had been committed for a 
feries of years; fuppofe that in this 
country jfucli a collection had been 
made, and after the brilliant panegyric 
that was made fome time ago on our 
excellent: Conjliiution , fome perfon had 
rifen iip, and had dated thefe, as proofs 
that our Conditution was very different 
from what it had been defcribedj fhould 
we have thought ourfelves judified in 
inferring 
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inferring from a certain number of extra¬ 
ordinary inflames , that we lived under 
a Government oppredive and tyrannical? 
—Should we not rather have anfwered, 
that in the moil perfed fyftem which the 
human intellect is capable of forming, 
fame weakneifes, fome defeds muil ne- 
ceifarily exiil ; and that it was unfair to 
draw inferences from extraordinary ex¬ 
amples, to the prejudice of any fyilem 
whatever? Having put this in the ftrong- 
eil light, he faid, he had a right to draw 
the fame inference with relpedt to the 
hate of the Slaves in the West India 
Islands, who, from being Slaves, were 
iieceiTariJy expofed to certain peculiar 
difad vantages. He had a right to draw 
that inference, provided he could prove, 
that, notwithilanding any particular 
exception, the general behaviour of the 
planters or overfeers towards the Slav es, 
could not have been fuch as the friends 
to the abolition had defcribed to be. 

Evidence has certainly been adduced, 
on both fides, and he Ihould not be 
O 2 afraid. 



afraid, if it were neceffary, to oppofe 
the evidence of thofe who have appeared 
in favour of the planters, again# any 
evidence which had been adduced on 
the other tide. He fhould not be afraid 
to oppofe fuch characters as Lord Rod¬ 
ney, Admiral Barrington, Admiral 
Hotham, Sir Joshua Rowley, 6cc. 
again# any authorities, however refpeCU 
able, who may have come forward in 
favour of the abolition. But on no fuch 
evidence was it his intention to reft the 
argument •, there were facts in sup* 

PORT OF THAT EVIDENCE, WHICH 
MUST LEAVE IT WITHOUT DOUBT ON 
THE MINDS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

Previous to the year 1730, the mor¬ 
tality, and confequently the decreafe of 
the Slaves, in the Weft India Iflands* 
was very confiderable. 

From the year 1730, to the year 1755, 
the deaths were reduced to only two and 
a half per cent , more than the births. 
From the year 1755, to the year- 1768, 
they were reduced to only one and three-* 
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fourths more than the births. From 
the year 1768, to the year 1788, they 
were reduced to only one per cent . This 
then, on the firft view of the fubjed, 
mu ft prove that whatever may have 
been the fituation of Skves in former 
times, their condition has been gradu¬ 
ally improved. 

But if we confider the peculiar dis¬ 
advantages under which they labour, 
if we confider the fmall proportion of 
females with refpedt to males, the hur¬ 
ricanes, and famines which have been 
the conference of thofe hurricanes, and 
which havefwept away , in a Jhort period\ 
thoufands of lives} if we confidered thus, 
that every natural obftacle feemed to 
combine to prevent the increafe of the 
Slaves, we muft have judged it phy¬ 
sically IMPOSSIBLE THAT THEY 
SHOULD HAVE INCREASED IN THE 
MANNER, AND TO THE DEGREE TO 
WHICH THEY HAVE INCREASED, IP 
THE CRUEL TREATMENT THEY HAD 
SUFFERED, AND THE HARD LABOUR 
IMPOSED 
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IMPOSED UPON THEM, HAD BEEN SUCH 
AS THE FRIENDS OF THE ABOLITION 
HAD REPRESENTED. 

This ftateinent, he obferved, not only ■ 
enabled him to juftify the West India 
Planters, from the afperfions that, 
had been thrown out again0: them, but 
enabled him likewife to draw ftill more 
important conclufions;—That as the 
Slaves in the Weft India Iflands had, 
f under the prefent ftate of things, gra¬ 
dually increafed, they would continue 
to increafe.—-That very few years would 
pals, not only before the births were 
equal to the deaths , but before they were 
more numerous than the deaths—That if 
this was likely to happen under the 
prefent ftate of things, a fortiori, it would 
follow that it rauft take place, if, by 
certain regulations , the increafe of the im¬ 
ported Slaves could be encouraged 

Mr. Jenkinfon having argued this im¬ 
portant part of the fubjedt in the moft 
forcible manner (and which we feel, 

with 
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with regret), our inability to do juftice 
to, then proceeded to remark, that the 
only doubt which could remain on the 
minds of gentlemen, was, whether it 
were more for the intereft of the planter 
to import , or breed; for if he fliould be 
able to prove, that it was more for the 
intereft of the planter to breed, it would 
then follow, that the moment the flock 
of Slaves in the iftands was believed 
by the planters to be fufficient, that 
moment the further importation mult 
neceflarily ceafe. 

In the firft plade, the gradual increafe 
of the Slaves, of late years, dearly 
proved that the increafe had been en¬ 
couraged by the planter, and confe- 
quently muft have conceived it to have 
been his intereji to breed. 

But he meant ndt to reft the argu¬ 
ment oil that ground. 

The price of Slaves was of late years 
become fo great (nearly, he believed he 
might fay, twice as great, as they were 
twenty years ago), that the planter, on 

tjie 
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the grounds of ceconomy, would feel 
it his intereft not to purchafe, if by 
any poffible means he could avoid 

it; • 

Let us conhder, then, faid Mr* Jen- 
kinfon, that the greateft mortality is on 
the newly-imported Slaves-—That the 
difeafes they bring with them from 
Africa— the difeafes they are likely 
to contract on the paffage, the opera¬ 
tions they have been faid to undergo in 
the feafoning, all prove the confiderable 
rifk there mull be in the purchafe of 
Slaves, and that the planter is not only 
put to a very confiderable expence, but 
is put to that expence, with a chance 
of very fpeedily lofing the fruits of it. 

To thefe conliderations others might 
be added, no lefs important .—Slaves 
bred in the ijlands are much more attached 
to the fpot —They have been gradually 
accuflomed to the labour, and mull 
confequently feel lefs obje&ion to the 
performance of it. Trained up like- 
wife in regular fubordination, they 

mull 



( i °S ) 

'mull of cbiirfe be much more manage¬ 
able than thofe who are firlt put under 
the care of an bverfeer at a more ad¬ 
vanced period of their life. 

Slaves, on the other hand, who have 
been imported, are frequently perfons 
who have been convidted of crimes, 
and may confequently be fuch as no 
perfon would be delirous of employing, 
if he could poffibly avoid it* Let it be 
added to all thefe circumftances, that 
children are of the greateft fervice in 
many parts of the labour, fo that whilft 
the planter mull be convinced, that they 
Will be the moll valuable Slaves, when 
arrived at the age of maturity, he re¬ 
ceives very considerable advantage from 
them, even in their earlielt years. 

It having then been proved, he faid, 
that the intereft of the planter was to 
breed, rather: than, to import, it mull 
follow* that the planters would be little 
lefs than mad, to purchafe Slaves, if 
they were not convinced that a further 
fupply was necelfaiy. 

P 


But 
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But it had been faid, that the births 
and the deaths in the iflands were equal* 
and that confequently no further fup- 
ply was wanted. 

He was ready admit, that the births 
and the deaths were nearly equal, but 
the queftion mu ft ftill come to this: 
Was the ftock of Slaves in the iflands 
fufHcient? Suppofe that in the ifland 
of Jamaica there were 250,000 
Slaves , and fuppofe, what he rather 
doubted, that number fufHcient for the 
cultivation of the ifland; he yet ven¬ 
tured to aflert, if the further importa¬ 
tion was to be flopped, that the number 
of Slaves in the ifland was not fufHcient; 
for Gentlemen feemed to have forgot, 
that perfons in that climate are fubjedfc 
to difeafes, of which we are ignorant, and 
which fweep away hundreds , nay fome- 
times ihoufands at a time . They feem 
to have forgot, that they are fubjed to 
hurricanes and famines , which have the 
fame dreadful effects. 

Whatever number of Slaves there 


was 
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was necelTary for the cultivation of the 
iflands, if further importation was to 
be flopped, an extra number would be 
neceffary, in order that, in cafe of any 
extraordinary mortality, from the cir- 
cumflances ’already flated, the complete 
ruin of the planter might be prevented. 

That the time would come, when 
the flock of Slaves in the ifland would 
be fufficient, no person, Mr. Jenkinfon 
obferved, who had attended to the former 
part of his argument could doubt. That 
the Slaves had gradually increafed, were 
gradually increafing, and that by certain 
regulations the increafe might be consi¬ 
derably promoted, mufl be equally ob¬ 
vious.. But thefe were all confidera- 
tions, which fhould induce us to oppofe 
the Abolilition, becaufe the event, with¬ 
out any of the evils that might arife 
from the immediate adoption of that 
meafure, mufl, in the natural order 
which he had defcribed, take place in 
the courfe of a very Short period. 

Mr. Jenkinfon then wifhed the Com¬ 
mittee to confider, what mifchiefs might 
P 2 arife 



( s°8 ) 

arife from the planters being able to 
fmuggle. How dangerous it might be, 
that they fhould depend on other na¬ 
tions, and not on us, for their fupply 
of Slaves—That from entering into 
bargains and contracts, perhaps even 
with our enemies, their difpofitions might 
be alienated from us, that the loss 

OF THE ISLANDS THEMSELVES MIGHT 
BE THE CONSEQUENCE; AND NOT ONLY 
THE LOSS OF SO MUCH REVENUE, AND 
SO MUCH POWER TO OURSELVES, BUT 
THE ACQUISITION OF THAT POWER* 
AND THAT REVENUE BY OUR ENEtl 

mies— And why, faid he, fhould we 
expofe ourfelves to fuch a rifk ? For any 
benefit which would refult to the Ner 
groes ? On the contrary, it had been 
proved that it would be a difadvantage to 
them , 

Let it likewife be coniidered, that 
we may deprive ourfelves by thefe means 
of the power pf enforcing regulations, 
and that thus the trade might go on as 
it does at prefent, with a much lefs 
rapid increafe of the Slaves by birth, 
*'*’ .This 
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This was however, he continued to ob«s 
ferve, not the only rifk to which we 
were expofmg our Colonies. Let us 
refetd on the calamities of St. Domingo, 
which have been imputed by the de¬ 
puties from that ifland, to the advocates 
of abolition . What horror could be de¬ 
scribed,, what ravage could be painted, 
what cruelty could be committed, which 
thofe unfortunate beings had not Suffer¬ 
ed ? And Should we, when principles of 
the fame fort are lurking in our own 
ifland^, Should weexppfe our fellcw-Tub- 
jeds to the fame calamities, who, f guil¬ 
ty of promoting this trade , have at leaf; been 
encouraged by ourfelves , by Us, who, 
though parties in the guilt , would in no 
adequate degree be parties in the fuffer~ 
ing f 

It had been faid, that there was a 
diftindion between the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, and the Emancipa¬ 
tion of the Slaves. He admitted that 
diftindion $ but fhould they be fur- 
Jprifed if the Slaves, who, receiving no 
immediate 
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immediate benefit from the abolition of 
the trade, fhould complain that thefe 
' principles were not equally applied to 
themfelves fhould they be furpifed if 
their minds, not cultivated as our own, 
fhould not feel fo nice a diJUnStion, or at 
leaft, if they did feel it, would be too 
much interefled to appear to do fo- 

That the Slave Trade was in itfeif an 
evil, Mr* Jenkinfon faid, he was ready 
toadqut. 

! That the ftate of flavery itfeif was 
likewife an evil he was no lefs ready to 
-admit. • ' 

That if the queflion was, not to abo~ 
!ifh y but ejlablijh them, he, of all thofe 
who profeffed fo much zeal for the in- 
terefts of humanity, would not be the 
leaf! eager to oppefe it j but, he demand¬ 
ed, were there not many evils in this world 
which we fhould have thought it our 
duty to prevent, yet which, when once 
they had taken place, it was more danger¬ 
ous to oppofe than to fubmit to ? Tbe 
duty of a Statefman was, not to confider 
abftraBiy 
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abjlraSlly what was right or wrong , hut 
to weigh the difadvantages that were 
likely to arife from the abolition of an evil, 
againfi the confequences that were likely 
to arife from the continuance of it. 

On this ground let us judge of the 
prefent queftion. 

Here is an evil which, it has been 
proved, can be but of Jhort continuance ; 
the continuance of which, by proper re¬ 
gulations , may be extremely Jhortened, 
The extirpation of which, inftead of 
being productive of good, would be 
productive of essential harm to 
thofe whom it is meant to benefit; and 
(hall we, appearing to prevent the (hort 
continuance of this evil, adopt a mea- 
fure which can be of no advantage on one 
hand , and which threatens every calami¬ 
ty on the other —-which threatens a di¬ 
minution of our revenue, and confe- 
quentlyaferious misfortune to thepeople 
of this country—which threatens the 
ruin of the property of thofe perfons 
who, under our encouragement , have fet¬ 
tled 
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tied in the Weft-Indsa jflahds—which 
threatens murder 9 and all tkofe cruelties 
which, by the adoption of the mea- 
fure, we are defirous of preventing. 

Mr. jenkinfon concluded his fpeech, 
of which We profefs only to delineate 
the grand outlines, in a manner worthy 
of the moft ferious attention at this sera 
of innovation. 

He had frequently rejoiced at the idea, 
that fome of thofe evils which had exifted 
in all ages, and under all governments, 
were likely, in the present period, 
to be abolished! that we lived ill 
an age where knowledge had become 
more univerfal chan in any former pe¬ 
riod, and that, under the mild influence 
of true religion and philofophy, fociety 
was likely to receive conflderable im¬ 
provements. But he had always dread¬ 
ed that thofe improvements jhould be too 
rapid-— convinced that by this means 
their very end.may be prevented. 

Violent changes, he obferved, fhake 
the frame inftead of fupporting it. They 
endanger 
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endanger its exigence j and if the con- 
ilitution out-lives the fhock, it is reftored 
weak and enfeebled. 

Gradual changes flrengthen and up¬ 
hold it. 

The confequence of the change, and 
not the change, is felt. Every ftep fe- 
cures the preceding, and becomes the 
foundation for additional improve¬ 
ment. 

Agreeing, then, mod perfedly with 
the friends to the abolition in their end , 
he differed with them only in the means 
pf accomplijbing that end. He was 
defirous of doing that gradually, 
which they were defirous of doing 
rafhly. 

With that view he had drawn 
up two propofitions on the fub- 
jed, which, if the Committee would 
give him leave, he would flate to 
them. 

He then read his two propofitions : 

“ iff. That an addrefs be prefent- 
“ ed to his Majesty, that he 
“ would 
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“ would be pieafed to recommend to 
“ the Colonial Assemlies, to grant 
“ premiums to fuch Planters and Over- 
** feers as fhould diftinguifh them- 
“ felves by promoting the annualm- 
‘ * creafe cf the Slaves by birth .. And 
“ likewife to grant freedom to every 
** female Negro who had borne and 
reared up five children to the age 
“ of feven years.” 

“ ad. That a bounty of 5I. per 
“ head be given to the mafter of 
** every veffel employed in the trade 
<k from the coafl of Africa, who 
“ lhould : import in any cargo; a 
(t greater number of female than male 
** Negroes, not exceeding the age of 
<f twenty-five years.” 

Mr. Jenkinson, in order, he faid, 
that he might be enabled to bring for¬ 
ward his proportions in form, moved 
that the Chairman fhould leave the 
Chair. 


Mr. 
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Mr, Dun das delivered a long and 
very ingenious fpeech, moftly in fa¬ 
vour of the Weft- India Planters. 

The two parties, he obferved, at iflue 
on the bufinefs, proceeded to extremities 
in the maintenance of their opinions. 
Thofe who were advocates for the Abo¬ 
lition, avowed their fentiments without 
any mental refervation ; and thofe of a 
contrary difpofttion were aduated by the 
very oppofite principles of reafoning. 
Hence appeared fome difficulty in con¬ 
ciliating the difputants. While the 
nation was endeavouring to vindicate its 
honour and juftice, the property of the 
Planters, who had embarked a large ca¬ 
pital on the faith of Parliament , ihould 
remain inviolate. It therefore became 
the Houfe to recoiled the compad with 
the Weft-India merchants, which had 
been occ&ftoned by many Ads of Par¬ 
liament. On the adoption of moderate 
meafures, he would offer a fyftem 
which fhould carry in it the feeds of 
Abolition 
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Abolition. He then proposed certain 
regulations, or modifications, which 
would more efFe<5tually operate the wifh- 
ed-for event, than an abrupt or imme¬ 
diate Abolition. The Jirjl tended to 
increafe the Native Negroes in the 
Weft Indies; the fecond % the immediate 
Abolition of Hereditary Slavery in the 
fame iflands $ and the third , the Gra¬ 
dual Abolition, by a limited duration of 
the Slave Trade from Africa. Thus he 
Would gradually and experimentally re¬ 
move the fears and alarms of the Plant¬ 
ers, and conciliate the efteem of the Abo¬ 
lition ifts, without expofing the private 
property of many valuable individuals 
to the hazard of a mad theory. Ad¬ 
drefling himfelf to the more moderate, 
he urged them to afiift him in a conci¬ 
liation of parties ; and concluded with 
moving an amendment, by inferting the 
words—“ Gradual Abolition” &c. 

The Speaker, with much warmth, 
fupported Mr. Du no as. 


The 
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The Houfe at length divided on Mr. 
Jenkinson’s motion— 

Ayes - 87 

Noes - 234 

Majority - 147 

A divifion then enfued on Mr. Dun- . 
das’s amendment for a Gradual Abo¬ 
lition, 

Ayes - 193 

Noes - 125 

Majority - 68 

A third divifion followed on the 
queftion thus amended— 

Ayes - 230 

Noes - 85 

Majority 345 

The queftion for the Gradual 
Abolition was then finally carried 5 
and the Houfe adjourned at Seven 
o’clock in the morning. 


The 
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"To the Body of evidence which is here 
offered to the Public, in favour of' the 
Weil India Merchants and Planters, the 
Editor will not prefume to add any 
obfervations or comments of his own, 
convinced that ihould any be found fo 
obilinate as to refufe aifent to that evi¬ 
dence, “ neither would they be per- 
fuaded even though one rofe from the 
dead.”— St, Luke . 


FINIS. 



